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Introduction: How this Book Was Created
and What it Will Do for You

by Matthew Hilger

Early in 2007, 1 was looking to work on another joint project for the
publishing company | founded. | had thoroughly enjoyed working with
lan Taylor, my co-author and the brains behind The Poker Mindset:
Essential Attitudes for Poker Success. That book was well received
in the marketplace, gaining a great deal of positive feedback from the
poker world, and I really enjoyed the exchange of ideas that occurred
while working with another poker player on a joint project. A book
focused on hands played in poker tournaments seemed like a great next
project, but only with the right experts with whom 1 could work.

Around the same time, I read an article by Rizen titled “Beyond
Harrington™. In that article, Eric taught the reader how to adapt to the
ever-changing poker landscape. T was most impressed by Eric's clear
writing style, and how he described new ideas and concepts.

Contacting Eric resulted in a fruitful meeting of minds, and this book
(and others in the series) began to take shape. As Eric and [ brainstormed
the project, we discussed other potential coauthors for the book. Since
I run the site www.InternetPokerRankings.com (IPR), it was logical that
I start there to find some of the top-ranked players drawn from the site's
Internet Player of the Year race. Players' rankings are based on their
finishes in all of the major online tournaments, Those who, week on
week, month on month, and year on year finish near the top of the leader
board were clearly and consistently doing things that separated them
from the rest of field.

One such player was Jon “PearlJammer” Tumer. Pearllammer had
finished 3" in the 2006 Internet Player of the Year race, and won the race
in 2007. Eric and Jon knew cach other, and Eric thought he would be a
great fit for the project. | called PearlJammer, and the next day he said
he was on board—definitely someone who knows how to make a quick
decision! 1 then asked PearlJammer and Eric to each create a short-list

Ili'lnf players who would be suitable co-authors. To my delight, the
i player topped both their lists: Jon “Apestyles™ Van Fleet.

wlnmmer has a style similar to my own: Early in a tournament, he
fwnies on managing the size of the pot to minimize his risk until he can
Wl o teap for his opponents. He is willing to accept smaller pots early
i for the sake of minimizing his risk. Later, he will start to open up his
in the right spots, but 1s generally a more conservative player than
pither Rizen or Apestyles. PearlJammer is always focused and rarely
el out of line during play.

Apestyles has a more aggressive approach and really turns up the heat
ui the bubble. He looks to build a stack quickly by taking an aggressive
liie against opponents who are more cautious in the early stages of a
lournament. Apestyles is not afraid to take advantage of the smallest of
pilges, He also has a clear and carefully defined strategy on how to play
minst various stack sizes.

I{izen has more gears to his game than most. He is very focused on his
image and his opponents' style of play, and then picks a style or strategy
which is best for a specific situation, in that particular moment, against
i particular opponent. Rizen plays a conservative sit-back approach at
times, but he is willing to mix it up with you and take it to another level
when game conditions demand it. Rizen takes risks, but generally only
does so in low-risk, high-reward situations.

This book 15 the first volume in a two volume set. Volume 1 covers
hands up until the money bubble, Volume I1, will look at hands i the
money, with a focus on final table play. Rizen and PearlJammer discuss
50 hands they have selected from their own play. Apestyles discusses
30 of his hands, and then another 24 hands devoted solely to a single
tournament where he was on the bubble.

One of the goals of the book was to try to select players with different
styles so that you, the reader, may observe contrasting styles in similar
poker situations. To further illustrate these contrasts, | also selected 20
of my own hands, and asked all three authors to comment on how they
would play the hand. Some of the hands were chosen to demonstrate
consensus en important concepts, while other hands were chosen in the



hope that they would generate discussion and debate. I was pleased when
I would get a hand back and get three different answers! 1 also deliber-
ately sent some hands that | felt I did not play correctly: it is instructive
to see how top players would have played them differently.

Working with these top players has been a tremendous boost to my
own game, | recently won a 750K guaranteed tournament for a prize of
$132K. Can this book guarantee the same results for you? There are
no guaraniees, but there is no doubt in my mind that any player, from
beginner to advanced, will be able to boost his or her game by learning
from the poker wisdom offered here. These three players are the cream
of the crop. They are the best of the best. How often does one get the
chance to be coached by a top poker expert? Reading and studying this
book is like attending a poker tournament master class.

Remember, poker is a fun game, but it is more fun when you win. Can
you think of a better way to become a winner than by studying how the
best in the world play?




Jon “Pearldammer” Turner

Hand 1

S-IEHI[:I: It is the first level of a $50, $50K guaranteed freezeont, The
blinds are 10-20, and | have close to the $2K starting stack. | am some-

what familiar with Seat 6 and perceive him as a solid player. The rest of
the players are unknown.

E*** ,""'f Pre-flop (30): Seat 3 limps in, and Seat 4 raises the
& (W'Y minimum to 40. Seat 6 calls. The other players fold.
*'i':ﬂ 2“ I pmbﬂhi_'-,r have the best hand now as the minimum
ol Ll | raise does not usually indicate a lot of strength from

an unknown plﬂycr at this stage of a tournament, However, [ do not want
to reraise, creating a big pot pre-flop with such a vulnerable pocket pair
when [ am relatively deep stacked. There is not enough currently in the
pot for me to risk a lot trying to take it down right now, | also have the

M) of hand where | want to see a flop, hoping to hit a sct in position
d Win a big pot from an unsuspecting opponent. Also, I can use my
Wikltion to make guﬂd pnstaﬁnp decisions when | do not ﬂﬂ]‘l aset. [ call,

Flop (190): Although I did not spike a
10, this is a very good flop for my hand. 1

My hand looked very good on the flop, but now the action in front must
bie a concern. By making such a large bet, Seat 4, the prE—ﬂup raiser,
uppears very confident in his hand, perhaps protecting an overpair. Seat
6, who 1 know to be a very solid player, should also recognize this,
find therefore represents enormous strength by cold-calling. Given the

T my opponents’ hands. It is possible that Seat 4 is betting without a
hand &nd Seat 6 is caHing with a midd]e pocket pair au-:h as 99 or

'I *Shmild expect one, if not both, of my -:rppun-:.nls to have me beaten.

‘Another big problem with this hand is that in the unlikely scenario that

| am in fact ahead, my hand will still be difficult to play on later streets,
| take the safe route and fold. Seat 3 also folds.

| Turn (570): Seat 4 again bets the size of the pot, 570, and Seat
6 again calls.

River (1,710): Seat 4 checks, and Seal 6 bets 700. Seat 4 then
check-raises all-in for 1,580, and Seat 6 quickly calls, showing
33. Scat 4 shows a hopeless bluff, A-J.

Seat 6 flopped bottom set and slow-played it for all it was worth, and
because he had a stubborn pre-flop raiser betting big into him, the



slow-play certainly had merit. Seat 4’s all-in check-raise on the river is
indicative of an amateur player in a low buy-in tournament. He should
have been well aware that he had run into a monster, yet he gave away
all of his chips. Perhaps he was hopeful that Seat 6 had called him down
with a straight draw and was attempting to steal the pot on the river. Bui
it he can convince himself of this, his best play would be to just call the
river bet, as he can beat a bluff with A-J. By the river, Seat 3°s raise is
also quite small, so even if he thinks his opponent would bet a pair on
the river (which is unlikely), it is doubtful he could get his opponent to
fold given the size of the pot and the small raise.

Hand 2

= A ———
TR e i
—— e

i

Setup: It is the first level of a $150, $100K guaranteed freezeout. The
blinds are 10-20, and I am not familiar with any of my opponents,

# | acceptable to open-raise with this hand, as | figure
"l' [ have the best hand pre-flop. However, 1 am not
M| # " #{| interested in winning the 30 chips in the blinds. 1 am
W 1o make a big hand cheaply and perhaps break an unsuspecting
Wil By limping in, 1 am more than willing to release my hand on
L lop without investing any more chips if I suspect that | am beaten. |
| 20), the small blind completes, and the big blind checks.

| i ¢ | Pre-flap (30): 1t would be standard and perfectly

‘¢ ¢ |59 w |Flop (60): This is a dream flop! Not only
¢ dllw w have 1 made a well disguised, extremely
strong hand, but if one of my opponents
* #:| A B has a 6, | should be able to play a very
0 pot. My opponents both check. It is very tempting to check behind,
g my opponents a free card hopefully to improve their hand, like
iiting an overcard. However, if 1 give them this opportunity and they
it 1 am unlikely to get a lot of action as they would likely fear trips
e | spring into action with a raise.

give him reason to doubt the relative strength of his own hand on later
f‘ . sets, If 1 lead out on the flop with my full house, and one of my oppo-
nents has a 6, 1am likely to take him for his whole stack. After all, he
would expect me to check tens full on the flop, would he not? I bet 40,
ind Seat 1 calls,

& | Turn (140): My opponent now leads out for 120. This is
excellent news as it should mean that he has a 6 and 1s looking
to build a pot! At worst, he would appear to have the case 10
) ¥ ¥} and like his kicker enough to give me some action. Yet since |
hold two of the tens, and he cold-called on the flop, [ can safely assume
that he has a 6. | should not slow-play, but raise for value now as any
opponent with trip sixes would have a nearly impossible time folding
his hand. I want to build a big enough pot that [ can go for maximum
value on the river as well, | raise approximately three times his bet to
340. My opponent calls.




‘¢ ¢ | River (820): My opponent leads for 420 into the pot of $20,

¢ He is certain to have a 6, and even if 1 move all-in, it would

4 | still be a very difficult fold for him. Therefore, 1 will go for

__*E maximum value and move all-in for 2,500. My opponent calls,
showing 8# 64 for an inferior full house on the river.

Having my opponent fill up on the river was certainly fortunate for me
as it made it impossible for him to fold. Perhaps he would have just
checked and called my bet on the river if he had not filled up. If he
had checked, 1 would have still moved all-in on the river even though
it would have appeared to be quite an overbet. Although my opponent
would have committed only 500 chips at this point and my all-in was for
2,500, I would still get this call almost 100% of the time. Even a very
experienced opponent is going to have an extremely difficult time laying
down trip sixes in this spot,

Hand 3

Setup: ILis the very early stages of a $100 satellite to a $1.,000 tournament.
The blinds are 10-20; and 1 am not familiar with any players at my table.

g | Pre-flop (30): Seat 3 limps in under-the-gun, At
B | such an carly stage of a tournament, | prefer 10 make
R® | a slightly larger raise than normal with A-K, espe-
|| WA cially with a limper already in the hand. 1 will be

. .E;ml out of position if anyone calls behind, and this is not

i hand I want to turn into a multiway pot. [ want to discourage
allotn by raising the full amount of the pot. I raise to 90. The
% biehind me all fold, but the small blind and the limper call.

——

¢ ¢ Gd & | Flop(290): Bothplayers check. Attempting
** ol al? continuation bet would be quite risky

given this board texture. Unless | can
¢ ¢+ _*_":5 convince both of my opponents that I have

wipair, and neither of them has a strong enough hand or draw to
Mliue, 1 have very little chance of winning this pot on the flop. 1 am
iont to take a free card in position, so I check.

i | Tarn (290%: It always feels great to take a free card and then
hit it! 1 now have top pair, top kicker, but the board texture
is still dangerous. If my opponents both check, 1 would be
YL content to see the river for free, thereby disguising the strength
il my hand and setting up an easy value-betting situation if they check
e again on the river. I do not get this opportunity, though, as Seat |
lends out for 290, the full size of the pot. If Seat 3 were to fold, I would
robably just call, keeping the pot as small as possible. However, Seat 3
thooses to raise the minimum to 580! Given the action in front, | find it

hard to believe my hand could be the best, so I fold.

River (1.450): Seat 1 checks, and Seat 3 bets 540. Seat | folds,
and Seat 3 mucks his hand.

Although I will never know for sure, experience in similar situations tells
me that Seat 3 probably flopped a set and hoped to trap me by check-
raising on the flop. However, by playing the hand cautiously, I was able
to get away from the hand without investing a single chip post-flop.
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Setup: It is the early stages of a $300 freezeout with an excellent, slow
;truclum. The blinds are 15-30. I know very little about the other plla*_-_-.rers
at the table apart from Seat 5, whom 1 know to be a very sirong player.

s fl Pre-flop (45): Seal 3 opens under-the-gun for 9.

The action folds to me. In the early stages of tourna-

W2 | ments when the stacks are deep, 1 usus_lﬂy Ichm::se to
I HEaN .‘!E] call raises instead of reraising wiﬂ} pairs like Ii.L an::
T B'y_ _ln:al.iEl'l_mm just as | would small pocket pmm,il k?ep & a;p;;
small pre-flop, letting me get away from the hand i.':h{:Ell::l yi D\:’i;; e
hit and 1 do not improve. Also, I encourage more clalle:tl'm :g,wmf,_m'_'.r” :
greater implied odds when 1 hit a set. l_i‘ I reraise in this bpu; 1-:; : -_:;11
would probably drive out all hands t{f:ﬂ‘:l:lcﬁ Q0 or hctte}:. or h;n&ed

90, Seat 9 also calls, and the blinds fold. 1 see the flop three- |
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s 8 Fq. .q.“‘ % ¢ | Flop (315): At first glance, this appears to

‘ﬁ s/l a be an excellent flop for my hand. | have an

] | | overpair, and because of the way I played

| ¥ E_ [ v ¥ | * 4 the hand pre-flop, my strength is disguised,
_______ =2 P g

However, the flop’s texture can be deceptive. It is hard 1o imagine being
able to get all of my money in on this flop so early in a tournament with
a good, slow structure, and getting action from a worse hand. I should
play cautiously,

el 3 leads out for 180 into a pot of 315. This bet puts me in a diffi-
cult spot: 1f [ raise and get action from Seat 9, [ could be certain that |
wm behind and fold the hand without further analysis. If 1 raise. Seat 9
lolds, and Seat 3 calls or comes back over the top, then | would have to
lny down my hand to any further action, as a higher pocket pair or a set
would be too likely,

However, Seat 3 could easily make this move with TT, 99, or 77. or
even with complete air if he felt that 1 might be raising his continuation
biet on a bluff. My raise could therefore cause me to make a big mistake
by folding a dominating hand. If 1 choose to just call Seat 3's bet, | will
live o better idea of where 1 stand on the turn from the next plays by
Sont 3 and Seat 9. 1 also risk fewer chips in the process. The biggest
potential downfall of this line would be giving Seat 3 a free card, but my
position throughout the rest of the hand should negate this disadvantage.
I onll 180, and Seat 9 folds,

! | Turn (675): My opponent checks. I have received the infor-
v Ppo
v mation I am looking for, as Seat 9 has gotten out of the way
| and Seat 3 seems to have given up on his hand. [ should now
&4 be able to bet to confirm my suspicion of Seat 3’s weakness
Al ot allow any more free cards. A bet of about half the pot should
p
momphish my goals.

I bt 330, and my opponent check-raises to 1,080, leaving himself
Wily (45 behind! It is time to reevaluate my assessment of my oppo-
WIS check, He has clearly committed himself to the pot, so I should
WO his bet as if he had moved ail-in, My opponent does not dppear
Wl about my committing almost 600 chips 1o a pot on a relatively
wiesordinated board at the 15-30 level of a high buy-in, deep-stacked
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F

tournament. He should know that L have a very strong hz-!nd (an overpair
at the very least), yet he is still willing to risk his entire stack on his
hand. | now realize that 11 is virtually never ahead I:.:»:r::. My uppunr{:nl is
representing a higher pocket pair at the very least. The c:h;.m-::iﬁ 1h=:r. my
opponent is bluffing here are slim to none, | havt: represented a s mr;g
hand, and my opponent doesn’t have enough chips in this situation to

put a lot of pressure on me.

However, in the heat of the moment, 1 ignore the obvious signs a‘md
convince myself that 1 am up against TT or 99. | make a fash decmc;;
to move all-in and risk the majority of my stack on one pair fhal! shou

never be good given the action. Shame on me! 1 move all-in, and my

opponent calls with AA. The Q4 hits the river, and I lose to a pair of
aces.

Hand 5

Setup: It is the early stages of a $300, $150K guaranteed freezeout with

an excellent, slow structure. | am at a very tough table as I know Seats.

1,4, 5, 6, and 7 are all excellent players. The blinds are 15-30.
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p ';1 ™ ; ] Pre-flop (45): Seat 4 opens in early position for 90,

|79 || 9,V | The action folds around to the small blind in Seat 1,
Aad || A7 & | who calls. Getting a good price with a strong suited
ATAY | A MY connector, I decide to defend from the big blind. I

call 60 and see the flop three-handed,

W e ! E_' il Flop (270): Bingo! I flop a flush. However,

9w @ [ am vulnerable to a fourth heart hitting,
and [ am up against two excellent players,
| & *ﬂ & ‘Ej L It may be difficult to get value out of the

hind. Seat 1 checks, and the action is on me. In an unraised pot [ usually
lend out from the blinds when I flop a flush or a straight so as not to risk
living any free cards and to build a pot as quickly as possible. Leading
bt can also help disguise my hand, as most opponents do not expect me
i lead out with such a strong hand, However, in raised pots, | generally
like to check to the raiser, letting him take the lead. | check, but Seat 4
disnppoints me by checking.

i Turn (270): This is an excellent card for me as it seems that
neither of my opponents liked the fop, so they are very likely
to have hands such as A-K or A-Q. Seat | checks. I could
check again, hoping that Seat | will bet, as [ believe he hit the
w11 Seat 1 were a weak player, I would do this. However, because |
Wiiw him to be strong and he played the fop cautiously, 1 expect him to
Uhook the tim as well even if he has a hand as strong as A-K. Therefore,
| flgtire the best action is to lead into him and not risk giving another
fiwe vard to either opponent. I do not want to bet too strongly, as that
iy llow my opponents to get away from an ace. [ lead out for 140,
Approximately half the pot. Seat 4 and Seat 1 both call.

w
¥

I‘ & | River (690): This is another excellent card, as I did not want to
see another heart hit or the board pair. If my hand was good on
the flop, it is still good on the river. With 690 in the pot, Seat |
v b wurprises me by leading out for 540! The action is on me.

L W Seat 1 to be a very strong, aggressive player, but also not one to
WOL I Jewst bit out of line in the early stages of a tournament. Before |
W wRetted with my flush and raise, T should reassess the situation.

S A on the river puts a four-card straight on the board; however, it is
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very unlikely that Seat | has a straight, He might have called a raise pre-
flop with 33, but he surely would have folded it on the tum to a bet and
a call. It seems just as unlikely that he has £-6, as he would not chase an
open-ended straight with three hearts on the board, much less call a raise
pre-flop from the small blind with this hand.

Because 1 do not expect Seat | to get out of line and fire such a strong
bluff at this stage of the tournament, he seems {0 have either a se¢t or a
fush. It's very unlikely that he would have checked a set until the river
and then made such a big bet with it. However, it’s also doubtful that
he would have taken the same action with a flush. Although I do beat
some possible flushes, he would have been more likely to call the raise
pre-flop with high hearts than with low hearts. The unusual action in the
hand makes it very difficult to pinpoint his hand.

Perhaps a better question is, could I get value out of a raise? After making
such a large river bet, would Seat 1 be capable of folding a low flush
or a set, the two somewhat plausible hands that | beat? At this stage of
the tournament, such a strong player shou Id be capable of folding worse
hands than mine to a raise. Thus, there is virtually no value in raising.

Folding my hand seems out of the question given the action on each
street. 1 call Seat 1's bet, and Seat 4 folds.

Seat | shows Q¥ J¥, winning the pot with a queen-high flush. Although
[ lost the hand, 1 am fortunate that my opponent didn’t take a more
aggressive line, as then 1 could have lost many more chips.
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Hand 6

{""'-‘t“l':': It is very early in a $150 freezeout with 20-40 blinds. The table
is solid, and nobody is getting out of line.

> !’re-ﬂnp (60): The action folds to Seat 6, who puts
in a standard raise of three times the big blind to
120. Two more players fold, and the small blind in

i) | s V1l Seat | reraises to 320. The action is now on me in
the big blind.

Roels

Ihis is a fairly standard trouble spot for many players. [ have been dealt
11, certainly a premium hand, yet the action in front puts me in a bind.
| am very early in the tournament with a stack over 75 big blinds, and
rwﬂher of my opponents is short-stacked. Seat 6 raised from the hijack
which could represent a wide range of hands, yet at this stage of the tﬂur:
nament, I am going to assume that he is not out of line, Seat 1 reraised
fram the small blind, out of position, and by reraising less than three
times the initial raise, he appears to want action. Given his action at this
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carly stage, | can confidently put him on a very narrow range of hands:
AA. KK, Q0Q, or A-K almost every time.

MNow that 1 have assigned Seat | this range, | must weigh my options.
Four-betting is now out of the question, as I can safely assume that [ am
behind at least one of my opponents. 1 could call the 280. In that case,
I would be playing only to fiop a set, folding to any further action from
Seat 1 if 1 do not hit. However, this course of action can put me in a tough
situation when the flop comes all rags (all cards below jacks). If the flop
brings three rags, and one of my opponents bet, it can sometimes be
difficult to fold. I may want to believe that my opponent has missed with
an A-K, and thus I may end up spewing more chips. Another problem
with simply calling the pre-flop reraise is that Seat 6 still has the option
to four-bet, to which 1 would certainly fold.

Even if 1 plan on folding if 1 don’t hit a set, the implied pot odds are
working against me. [t costs me 280 to call, and 1 am about 7.5-to-1 to
hit a set on the flop. This means that from an expectation perspective, |
need to win at least 2,100 in chips simply to justify the cost of drawing
to a set, Even though I have more than 3,000 in chips, and my opponents
have me covered, there is no guarantee that they will put all of their
chips in the pot.

For example, | would probably cam very little with a flop of A-J-x when
my opponent holds KK or QQ. I might hit a full house on a flop of I-T-T,
which might slow down the action if’ my opponents are afraid of trip
tens. | must also realize that sometimes [ will still lose even if 1 hit my
set. The A-J-x flop is a prime example, as my opponent could be sitting
on AA. Since there are no guarantees of getting fully paid off or even of
winning when [ flop a set, as a general rule of thumb I require implied
pot odds of 15-to-1 to justify calling with pairs before the flop for their
set value.

Therefore, the best option is just to fold the jacks, avoiding the trouble
spot all together. 1J is a very pretty sight when you have been folding
hand after hand in the early stages of a tournament, yet this hand can
quickly shrivel up with a raise and a reraise before you. | take the safe
route and fold.
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]-Iand T

Setup: 1t 15 early in a $100 freezeout, and I have close to the starting
mick of 3,000 and have not been imvolved in any big pots. The blinds
e 25-50.

- Pre-flop (75): Seat 5 limps in middle position. The
remaining players fold around to me. 1 raise five
times the big blind to 250. At this point in the tour-

Al nament, I could limp with JJ for pot control or |

could raise to build a pot with what is very likely the best hand. Both are
reasonable playing lines.

In this spot, seeing as | only have the middle-position limper and the
g blind with which to contend, 1 choose to raise. From late positon, |
would have raised four times the big blind to 200, given that there was
one limper in front (add one big blind to my standard raise for each
limper). However, to account for my positional disadvantage in this
Feired 1 imereeres v raree shiohtly T Bodd that i e very vmnaortant Loy tace
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a higher amount than usual with my big hands pre-flop when 1 will be
out of position post-flop, The big blind and the limper both call.

'i'%* & | |8 & |2 & | Flop (750): I flop an overpair to the board,
3 +§ ‘ *‘QJ yet it is somewhat dangerous as the board
L a8 IR A - | is paired. If cither of my opponents has a

L ¢ _f_‘_E-:j _* *__ﬁj | ¥ ?) 9, 1am in big trouble. However, given that

[ raised five times the big blind pre-flop, 1 highly doubt either of my
opponents has a 9. Their most likely hands are pocket pairs smaller than
1J. or broadway hands such as A-Q or K-Q. If | make a continuation
bet, | can expect to get called or perhaps even raised by an opponent
with a lower pocket pair than mine, as he would probably view this
fop as very strong for his hand as well. I lead out for 400 into a 750
pot, enough to protect my hand against overcards on the turn, but not
enough to scare away lower pocket pairs. Seal 2 raises the minimum to
800, and Seat 5 folds.

Although minimum raises can be scary as they often represent very
strong hands, | should not be worried about being beaten here. Although
my opponent would probably make this raise if he had a 9, he would
also make the raise with lower pocket pairs, which I already determined
were the more likely hands for him to have, If run into a 9, then [ would
chalk it up to bad luck. My opponent has only 836 lefl after his raise, so
he should be pot-committed. I reraise all-in, and my opponent calls off
his last 836 chips, showing 44.

The 9% hits the turn, and the 94 hit the river, My jack kicker plays as we
both make quad nines!
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_Hand 8

Notup: It s the early stages of a $150 buy-in, $100K guaranteed

Ireere-out with blinds of 25-50. 1 have already doubled up, so 1 am in

pood shape. I am unfambiar with Seat 9, my opponent in this hand.

Y LS. Pre-flop (75): The action folds to me. In late posi-
V] lin:lum first in the pot, | am almost always going to
‘| | raise with K-0), suited or not.

l :ni

Cienerally, in the early stages of a tournament, my standard raise is three
It four times the big blind. The blinds are so small at this point that 1
Wi ot really mterested in stealing them. Rather, 1 want to narrow the
lield o hitle to ensure 1 am not playing a multiway pot which can be
quile dangerons. A slightly bigger pot pre-flop also gives my continu-
phion bets more value after the flop and can help define my opponent’s
hands more clearly, ' .
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When the blinds increase to a point where they are more meaningful,
generally around the 100-200 level, 1 like to lower my standard raise to
abaut two-and-a-half times the big blind. At this point, stealing the blinds
and antes becomes a key part of my sirategy, and | want to achieve this
with as little risk as possible. Also, I am interested in keeping the pots as
small as possible to be able to use my post-flop skills to my advantage.
If I were to build a bigger pot pre-flop, I would be in more difficult situa-
tions after the flop where a larger portion of my stack would be at risk.

I make my standard raise of three times the big blind, to 150. The button
in Seat 9 reraises to 300, The blinds fold, and the action is back on me.

Seat 9% reraise was exceptionally small. At the current blind level, if
| wanted to reraise from Seat 9, 1 would probably opt for an amount
between 450 and 550. By making it only 300 to go, my opponent has
priced me in with virtually any two cards. [ am not thrilled to play K-Q
suited out of position to a reraise, but 1 cannot fold for such a small
price. I call 150 more and take the flop heads up.
i e HE & | Flop (675): This is a seemingly excellent
| flop for my hand. 1 have top pair with a

P * | L | strong  kick fatively h

T ¢ kicker on a relatively harmless
_'____-_-j I ¢ _ L'J _'! _EJ board. On the other hand, if my opponent
has me beaten, I am probably going to pay him off because of his short
stack. Since my opponent took the lead with a reraise pre-flop, I should
check to him as he is almost certain to fire a continuation bet on this flop.
I check, and he bets 500 into the pot of 675,

After his bet, he has only 1,425 left, He is probably now pot-committed
unless he has complete air, actually, | am absolutely certain that he 15,
The first question to consider is whether folding is even an option. 1
should be able to put my opponent on a fairly narrow range of hands,
given his show of strength pre-flop at this stage of the tournament. AA,
A-K, A-Q, KK, QQ, JJ, TT, and 99 are all likely, but it is possible that
his range includes many more hands. If my opponent has AA or A-K,
or the much less likely KK, 1 am in a world of trouble; however, once [
hit this flop in a heads-up pot, | am going to take my chances against a
short-stacked opponent. Folding is out of the question,
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Should 1 reraise or just call? If [ were to call my opponent’s bet, there
would be 1,675 in the pot, and my opponent would be left with just
| ,425. Therefore, even if the only scare card, an ace, hits the turn, |
would not consider folding if my opponent bet his remaining chips. |
should go ahead and reraise, and given his short stack, I should reraise
all-in. Along with the K, | could be representing a flush draw, and he
most likely should feel committed with any pair. Of course, | may be up
against AA or A-K, but that is a chance | must take. I reraise all-in, and
my opponent calls, showing J¥ Je.

The AW hits the turn and the 5% on the river. I win with a pair of kings,
knocking my opponent out of the tournament.

Note that if 1 had just called my opponent’s bet to see the turn card,
even though 1 would have felt committed and called an all-in bet, my
opponent might not have felt committed! He might have given up with
his pair of jacks facing an ace and a king on the board. By going ahead
and reraising all-in on the flop, | made sure that the board did not get too
scary for my opponent, allowing him to save his remaining chips.
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: TR o,
solid player who 1 beligve views me as having a very similar style

—— p— 1t s folded to me. With suited connec-
g & B &b Prﬂ-ﬂﬂpl;?f!].]llﬁ o 1 would usually
i || gy, | tors at this stage of 1 (68 ise most of the
| 3"’* *'i' limp in behind limpers. but open-raise

| : ' pance, By mixing raises with

|® IL*_ t% i i Lhdu:;l l::nshtlllrﬂ that | am not 100

cuited connectors in with my premiunt hands, | { opportunities to
edictable, and 1 am sometimes rewarded with great op

Pr 5

‘th the board. 1 raise three times
when 1 connect strongly wit o
{lil'uﬂ: EIEZ TLI:lzliflim:l 1o 150, and the action folds to Seat 2, who calls from

big blind.
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i

b |l @ |[f ¢ | Flop (325): I have flopped middle pair on
"" ¢ |0 ace-high, rainbow flop. My opponent

SLE AU checks. I have a piece of the flop, but if |

| B2 A e A _" £} get action from my opponent, it means that

| am probably behind. | could check and take a free card, and thereby get
1 better idea of my opponent’s hand by his action on the turn. However,
| then risk a K, Q. 1, or T hitting on the turn, all cards likely to improve
my opponent’s hand,

If | had K-Q on an A-K-x flop, given the same action 1 would usually
check, thus disguising my hand and keeping the pot small, as I am only
risking being outdrawn by a gutshot straight hitting or a pocket pair
spiking a set. However, 9-8 on an A-9-x flop is too vulnerable to allow
i free card.

I1' 1 make a continuation bet at the pot at this early stage of the tourna-
mient, my opponent should give me credit for an ace, If he has an ace
himself, he will probably just call as he may be concerned about his
kicker. My position would then allow me to take a free river card if' |
o not improve on the turn, I expect my opponent will fold on the flop
most of the time, though. His range should consist of any pocket pair,
probably 1J or below, many high suited connectors such as Q-1 or J-T,
and only very strong A-x hands, probably A-] or better, As a tight, solid
player, | expect him to fold a lot of weak suited and unsuited A-x hands

pre-flop. 1 bet 200, a little less than two-thirds of the 325-chip pot. He
calls,

:',',‘ & | Turn (725): My opponent checks. Given his call on the Hop,

‘* | feel very confident that he has A-K, A-Q, or A-J. At this

¥ | carly stage, given the information | have about my opponent,

i 1 believe he probably would have just called my raise with a

hund as strong as A-K pre-flop instead of reraising out of position. It is

possible that he is trapping with 99 or 33, but then he would usually lead

oul or check-raise with a set on the flop, Pocket nines is also not very
likely, as 1 have one of the nines.

Now that I am confident that [ have the best hand with my disguised two
pair, | should value-bet. My bet should be slightly more than my usual
hinli-pot bets as 1 am very confident that | have the best hand and that
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my opponent has a hand that is hard to fold. | bet 550 into a pot of 725,
and he calls.
i & | River (1,825): My opponent checks again. Although this card
*# & | Pusa possible flush and straight on the board, it is not a very
scary card for me. It would be very difficult for my opponent to
* 'a have turned a calling hand on the flop into a flush or a straight
on the river. If the suits of the A and 3 on the flop were reversed, then |
would be somewhat concerned about my opponent having A-x of spades
and making a runner-runner flush. However, even if this were the case,
I still feel confident to value-bet on the river. [ should not bet too much
4s my opponent will not expect me to fire a third shell on a bluff, and
thus he might make a good fold with a hand like A-Q or A-J if bet too
strongly on the river. I bet 850 into a pot of 1,825,

My opponent calls, winning the pot with 3& 38 for a set of threes! [
am very surprised to see that my opponent flopped a set and then never
chose to raise my bets the entire way. Perhaps his image of me as such
a tight player saved me some chips, as [ would have had a very hard
time getting away from my hand on the turn if he had check-raised. He
might have thought that if he check-raised the flop or turn, then I would
probably not give him action with anything short of a set, an unlikely
two pair, or A-K. Once a card hit that made a flush and a straight on the
river, and I still bet, he might have feared a flush, a straight, or a higher
set and chose to just call, as his hand was too strong to fold. Whatever
his reasoning, I am lucky to have escaped with over half of my stack in
a hand that could have ended my tournament life.
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Hand 10

Setup: It is the early stages of a $300, $150K guaranteed freezeout. The
blinds are 25-50. 1 am only familiar with Seats 2 and 6, but the table
heems to be playing tight as this tournament has a very slow structure,
i'ﬂ* & ] Pre-flop (75): Seats 4 and 6 limp in from carly posi-

‘*ﬁ tion, and the action is on me. | could raise with TT

1'.'.1' **’ as it is a reasonably strong hand; however, at this

vor ! _;'t stage in the tournament, | usually choose to limp
bihind limpers to play the hand mostly for its set value. If ] raise and get
fermised, T would certainly have to fold. I would rather limp in, keep the
pot small while disguising my hand, and reduce the risk of being bet out
0l the pot pre-flop. I call 50, the small blind completes, and the big blind
vhecks, Five players see the flop.

(!
L

e ¢lle & | [z ¥ | Flop (250): This is a good flop for me, as
' "" ¢ | ““ ¢ @ I have an overpair that is probably only

¢ beaten if one of the blinds has flopped two
| * e 4 A £ pair or someone has flopped a set. It is,
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however, hard to imagine getting all of my money in on the flop and
being up against a worse hand. 1 could be in a race against overcards
with a flush draw, but even in that desirable situation, 1 would still be a
slight underdog, If I manage to get all-in on this flop, most of the time |
will be drawing very slim. The fiest limper, Seat 4, leads out for 100 into
a pot of 250. Seat 6 calls, and the action i5 On me.

If Seat 4 had bet close to the size of the pot and Seat 6 called, I would
lean toward folding my hand. One of those players, if not both, would
usually be sitting on either a higher, limped-in pocket pair or on a gel.
However. with such a small (seemingly weak) bet and call, this appears
to be a good spot for me to raise to better determine where I am inl the
hand. Also, because Seat 4’s bet was so small, 1 am able to put mn a
reasonable raise without committing myself to the pot. I raise to 350.
The blinds fold, Seat 4 calls, and Seat 6 folds. I see the turn heads up.

™ ; | Turn (1,050) Ugh' This is a terrible card for my hand! Not

only did the flush draw hit, but if my opponent limped in with
v T-9s. he just made the straight. [ still beat A-8, 99, and 6-5, all
|+ 5 possible calling hands on the flop, but only 99 seems reason-

able given my opponent’s early-position limp. It is much more likely
that my opponent has made the fush with a hand like K+ Q#, has a
higher pocket pair than mine, or just called me with a st on the flop. If

my opponent leads out, I will fold my hand. But he checks, allowing me

to check behind and take a free river card.

River (1,050): This is a rather harmless card, and my oppo-
nent leads out for 100 into a pot of 1,050, His bet is extremely
' small compared to the pot and could mean a couple of things.
¥ E| He might be acting like he has a weak hand, hoping 1o induce
a bluff-raise while he is sitting on a strong hand. More likely, he 15 sitting
on a mediocre hand, and the small bet is intended as a blocking bet. I
could raise. but that basically turns my hand into a bluff, and it scems
unlikely that I would be able to get a better hand to fold. With only 100
to call into a 1,150 pot, this is an easy call. I call and my opponent shows
J# J¥ for a higher pair.

&
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Hand 11

Seat 8:

2,630

Setup: It 1s the early stages of a 5120, $20K guaranteed freezeout. The
linds are 30-60., 1 am sitting comfortably with almost double the starting
ntnck of 2,500, 1 am unfamiliar with most of the players at my table.

vy i & | Pre-flop (90): With a deep stack and small blinds,
i I am comfortable either raising or limping with

| small pairs in early position. This tournament is ten-
| &Y E handed, so | am playing a bit more cautiously than
il and prefer to limp i, Note that if | were to raise and then get
rorised, 1 might no longer get the correct implied odds that 1 need for
hitting a set. However, | can certainly call a standard raise at this early

Mage ol the tournament with small pairs as | have sufficient implied
pilids. 1 limp in for 60.

An discussed in a previous hand, [ generally want to have at least 15-to-1
imphied odds when calling a raise with a pocket pair. | will usually fold
un the flop unless T hit a set. Up agamnst a known weak opponent, 1 can
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" Wil ' move is just as surprising. However, along with the possibility
ul it Wgher set, he may have hit a straight on the river with 8-7. On such
:uuruuniin&h:d hoard, it is hard to imagine that my opponents both

cheat on the 15-to-1 rule and base calls on a 10-to-1 rule. | am m
more likely to get paid off for my entire stack against weak opponenty

than strong ones. hat .
: w0 hinds weaker than bottom set and yet are willing to move all-in, Of

Liiie, only one of them has to have me beaten to make l_his a good fold.
Pven though T am getting almost 4.5-to-1 on the call, given my read, |
Wliisne 1o lay my hand down.

Seat 6 limps in behind me, and Seat & raises to 180, [ call 120 more;
happy to see the flop cheaply. Seat 6 also calls.

Flop (630): Oh, Judy! Leading out i thi§
spot can often be profitable as it disguises
my hand; my opponents would not expect
: i ¥ :l me to lead out with such a strong hand,
However, checking to the raiser and hoping that he or the other limper
will bet is the more standard play, In this spot, I choose to take the stan<
dard route and check. Unfortunately, Seat 6 and Seat 8 both check., |

| i shows %4 74 for the nut straight, and Seat 8 shows 54 5¢ for a set,

| e thit Seat 8 chose to check his set in last position after raising pre-
g, 1y slow-playing his hand, he not only lost a chance to double up
".“-':r igh me, as he probably would have by betting, but he also e_ndeﬁ up
i i the hand to a runner-runner straight. With position on his oppo-
Wity and a hand with which he should want to build a large pot, he

sl almost always make a continuation bet on the flop, especially

",5* ¢ | Turn (630): I should not slow-play my hand any longer. If 1 _ i i thia e 4
PR hope to get any value out of it, I must lead out on the turn and When the stacks are deep and he is up against more EPRREE
start building a pot. | make a weak lead of 260 into a pot of
¢ #: 630. Secat 6 and Scat 8 both call.
ik & | River (1,410): With 1,410 in the pot, | want to bet close to the
-I-#L pot to get value for my hand. T again lead out for 8500, Seat 6
¥ ¥  moves all-in for 2,455, and Seat # also goes all-in for 2,190!
¥ ¥ The action is back on me.

Wow! This hand has taken a completely unexpected turn! There is now
6,905 in the pot, and it is only 1,605 to call, but let me analyze the
situation a bit before 1 make the call. 1 fired out 2 substantial bet on the
river, and up to now, nobody appearced to have that strong of a hand.
However, despite my large bet, not one but both of my opponents have
moved all-in!

It is very unlikely that either of my opponents has two pair on this
board. Seat 8, the pre-flop raiser, probably did not play AA in such a
strange manner, although that hand remains a very slight possibility.
His line would be very unusual for A-K as well. | would expect him to
lay down cither AA or certainly A-K given the action in front of him on
the river. Therefore, it seems only logical that he has a set, most likely
KK or perhaps 99,
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Setup: It is the early stages of a $150 buy-
freezeout. The blinds are 30-60., | have lost a good
stack and have fallen well below average in the
not familiar with anyone at the table.

I- AT ;

o | S an excellent chance of doubling up. ¢ learly, [ should
reraise in lieu of taking a flop four-
action and want to

play this hand for my entire stack. The question is
how to achieve this.

There is currently 600 in the pot — 720 once I add my call — but
because I will be out of position afler the flop, | want to raise at least the
size of the pot. A pot-size reraise would

mean putting in almost half of
my stack. One problem with a raise of this size is that it will probably
dppear 1o my opponents that 1 want action. If [ put in this much of my

in, $55K guaranteed
portion of my starting
very early going. | am

4 | Pre-flop (90): Seat 3 rajses under-the-gun o 180,
@ | Seat 6 and Seat | call, and the action is on me. With
- N J a premium hand, and plenty of action in front, [ have

oy

handed. | am definitely looking for
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Waik, | might as well go all-in. An all-in reraise in tllns‘::pu‘t ul‘t:rzn:l Ii::;l::
viry inuch like a squeeze play. In effect, my {J].'!']’H'll‘ll.-rllilh :-m,r r;:;.“ :”m"ur
b oall o hig all-in raise they consider weak than they are to ;a ._p.. S
Jsine. Since the raise came from under-the-gun :m«:i l.'.w.-~ pl Ia: n;miu.:i;r
e of them s likely to have a hand strong enough h:. LEI.I i
ahiit stack’s all-in. Therefore, 1 choose to go all-in for .84, :
lalils, Seat 6 calls, and Seat | folds.

Nout 6 shows Te T, making me more than an E{I]' ;ﬁrﬁn;ﬁ]vnﬂtﬂ 1y
diible up! The board comes 9¢ 54 34 Q¥ 8¢, and I double up.

Thix psychology can also be applied in reverse. Let's sa}tr‘ fi?; h::vE['.
4 hnd like A-Q or 88 in the same spot. Given the E;ZE’ s tilflnthc
would like to take the pot down immediately, 1fP°*EH'hd¢*rﬂc':ﬂp : Erant
piak that I might run into a premium !“““1* B_“t wh:lr:h m;!.g 5‘,:3" s
Iy (liscourage others from calling with semi-strong | 3“1 E-G mrgmittr:d
jupresent strength, | might raise half of my stack, obvious Fl et
il trying at the same time to send a message that | mthat [ w‘am
puntrast, an all-in move might lead my opponents to sense

ihem 1o fold.
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Setup: It is the earl '

: It i ¥ slages of a major $24
with blinds at 40-80, Starting withj e
below the average chip stack but
the slow structure, I am unfamili

table seems to be playing tight, solid poker.

on folds to Seat 7 in the

s ) ] F ‘:‘E‘ﬂﬂp (120%: The acti
[ -1 ey ;?iisia?ﬂ;:ﬁ'aﬂmﬂ Is on me. Generally, 1 do not
TR T : = 100 minimum raises oo much credi
rcrnii']:‘:g I::n:;a :h'ﬂ;m ct,lmm be traps. In this spot, A-Ks is u:;-l!::atl::i?;
o a"‘iﬂ, uﬂlm : :,gm 5!34_::]{ of about 1,500 or less, | usually want
s S s -5, hoping to get action from strong broadwa
Bio i qxtkr:‘lig to run a race against a pocket pair if necm'iar}:f
prmxin-:ah;{ .th ck 15 a hit ]m big for a shove, so instead I rcrais:e tu
of this range Y ?E& to four times the original raise. L opt for the low side
e rcraiqg , 45 dn:? not 1..~.ram to appear over-commitfed fl
; s 1o 480. The blinds fold, and Seat 7 cal] pre-flop, and

5.

. : }r:fn Sunday tournament
- 00 in chips, I have fallen well
H"". have enough to work with given
ar with most of my opponents, but the

who raises the minimum to 160, The cutoff
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4% Db s | Flop (1,080): I have flopped a huge draw
4l || &b | with two overcards, the nut flush draw,
£l 1'*"' and the nut straight draw (not o mention 2
T ] | 'i_'*ﬁ possible royal flush). [T my opponents lead
aut. T would certainly shove all-in, even on a paired board. Besides, |
would not expect my apponent to lead out with a Jor TT in this spot, the
only hands I truly fear. As expected, my opponent checks. With 1,050 in
fhe pot, 1 want to make a standard continuation bet of about half the pot,
willing of course to call an all-in. [ bet 575, and my opponent calls,

S |

/¢ @ | Turn (2,230): My opponent checks. With the tum card, my
¥, ¥ | situation has changed dramatically from wanting to get all of
&' & | my money in to being happy to take a free card. It is hard to
| & _*E imagine that my opponent does not have some sort of made
hand on this board, With only 1,595 left and 2,230 in the pot, he will
surely call my all-in bet. Therefore, 1 gladly take a free card in position
and check.

M | River (2,230): My opponent moves all-in, having me covered
by more than 2,000, | hit the ace on the river, giving me a
seemingly strong hand with aces, jacks, and a king kicker. So

4| 1 should surely call the all-in, right? Not so fast! A-K is a rela-

tively strong hand on this board, and I am getting over 2.5-to-1 on the
call. However, T should consider my opponent’s actions before acting
myself. What hand range can [ assign to my opponent that is consistent
with his actions on each street, especially the all-in move on the river?

Perhaps more important, with what range can he put me all-in given my

sctions throughout the hand, especially with the ace, a scare card, hitting

the river?

| do not know much about my opponent, but given the way the table has
been playing, | should assume that he is thinking somewhat rationally
and is fairly tight. He should be able to put me on A-K or perhaps A-0)
in this spot; | reraised a small raise in position, | made a continuation
bet on the flop, and checked the turn where A-K and A-Q would not
have improved, He would have no reason to put me on clubs; however, 1
certainly played the hand to this point like [ had A-K or A-Q, Therefore,
by moving in on the river once the ace hit, it appears my oppenent wants
me to call with A-K or A-Q. He probably believes that | am committed
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to the pot if I hit my ace, yet he does not want to give me the chance
check behind him on the river, a perfectly reasonable assumption,

If he should be able 1o Put me on a big ace, and he wants me to call, they
I should give him a range of A-J, K-Q, JI, TT, or J-T Any of these hand)
would be consistent with his actions on each street, as he would likel,
slow-play A-1, JI, TT, and J.T on the flop by just calling; and he migl
Just call with K-, looking to hit his draw, which he would have on th
turn. I doubt he would bluff the river by pushing with anything less th i
A-K, as I appear pol-committed. Also, any hand with which he coule
call my reraise pre-flop, and my bet on the flop. should now beat
Perhaps he could have A-Q or 9-8, but he probably would have mucked
A-Q on the flop and 9-8 pre-flop. After such an analysis, even though |
ay appear committed to the pot, A-K becomes an easy fold.

Haoanl 6

4,000

I fold, and my opponent mucks his hand,’

I I - - "

Hiew the starting stack. Al of my opponents are unknown o me.

imp in, Seat |
2 (150): Seats 3 and 5 limp in,
o ‘fﬂrﬁ::gcs from the small blind, and I happily check

. * my junk hand to see a free flop.
i v v

: w : | flop top pair with no Kicker
"y :1“&[: rﬁﬁ mgg&f:‘sy Eﬂard, Seat 1 checks.
o 4 At this stage in the mumamcm..! am not
AT 0 9| A £ looking to play much ﬂl"ﬂ_ pot 'I-':*I'lh Is_uchﬂ.:
weak hand. I may choose to call a small 'I:I.-Bt on l.hr.: flop lll;ﬂ'le us:r Ii':'ﬂ:hg
bels, s he might bet alwzry w]i::dm;g? l::; t::::;.ﬂ;ghdﬂ:rﬁ:hg L the
w1 will let m g0, . |
:::;:::E::Iﬂrlmih; tz:u:. Il::lhcr:k Ii:rwausv;: I do not want to build a pot with

pone . s < rers

reastna siich o weak, marginal holding when [ am out of position. Both limper
i chat after the hand was wver, iy opponent finglicd thot he had TT, a very bl and believabe :
hodding

I ihink he was telling the truth in this partecalie easg,

e omsidering i sctions an each siree. Although opponents fe sl e tine about iieir hasds, check as well,
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nd 15

| | Turn (400): With all my opponents showing weakness on the
D | flop. and an undercard to the Q hitting the turn, 1 now like my
A | hand. Seat I checks. I should lead out for value and to protect,
& ¥ my hand. With 400 in the pot, | bet 250, a little bit more than
half the pot. Seat 3 and Seat 5 both call, and Seat 1 folds.

Z & | River (1,150 With a complete brick hitting on the river, I
should feel very confident that my pair of queens is the hcst;'
hand. The deuce did complete a possible L-.trmghl but | do not.

a; expect that either player would have limped in with 5-4. It
either player had done so, he probably would have taken a stab at the
pot on the flop. 1 consider check-calling, trying to pick off a bluff from

a missed broadway straight or flush draw.

Hoat 8:

2,315

However, both of my opponents have played passively throughout the
hand, and it is likely that one or both of them have a jack. From their
passive play, [ doubt either opponent would bluff at the pot, and if either
has a jack, they should not feel the need to bluff to win the pot, There-
tore, 1 should not pass up the chance to bet my seemingly weak hand
for value! .

I want to bet small enough to be called by a jack or worse, perhaps even
by two opponents, but not too small because [ want as much value as I
can get out of the hand. 1 bet 550 into a pot of 1,150. Seat 3 calls, and
Seat 5 folds. Seat 3 mucks K% J¥. | win the pot with a pair of queens.

Ribup: 1t as early ina $10, $100K guaranteed freezeout with close to
J 000 entrants, many of whom are satellite winners and/or inexperi-
shioed players. The blinds are 50-100.

b J& & | Pre-flop (150): Seat 7 limps in middle position. 1
am happy to complete from the small blind and see
a flop. The big blind checks.

Mote that although 1 do not advocate limping in with K¥ J¥ from early
position, it is a reasonable hand to occasionally limp with when deep-
stacked, in order to mix up your play. As the first limper, however, Scat’
3 really should have led out for about 300 on the flop. If he had done so,
1 probably would have folded. Even if | had called, he could have taken

36 & |Flop (300): 1 flop bottom pair on an
a free card on the turn and perhaps won a nice pot if he hit his draw.

& ‘ﬁ extremely coordinated board with three
4 * spades and three to a straight. 1 have no
§| intention of continuing with this hand if

sither of my opponents bets. Yet both of my opponents check, giving
e o free turn card.
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i¢ 4 | Turn(300): My plans quickly change as I make trip nines with

& , # | an ace kicker on the turn, a strong hand, but not too strong

4 ° % | considering the nature of this board. | figure to have the best

‘_"‘r'g hand, so | can bet my hand for value, but I am also aware that
if I am raised, my opponent might have been slow-playing a flush or
straight on the flop, In such a low buy-in tournament with many inex-
perienced players, 1 should be more aware than ever of the possibility
of opponents who choose to slow-play huge hands on the flop. They are
often losing value by doing so, but many players at these stakes tend to
make this mistake quite often.

Despite the risk, I must bet my hand for value as I probably have the best
hand, but 4 hand that is vulnerable to several draws. I lead out for 200
into a 300 pot, The big blind folds, and the limper calls.

l¢ & |River (700); This is a relatively safe river for my hand, as the
only feasible way my opponent could have improved is if he
chased the low end of a double belly-buster straight draw with
8-6. | am very happy not to see a spade, K, or 8 on the river as
all of these would complete very reasonable draws.

* &

e s

I must choose whether to bet my hand for value or instead check, hoping

to induce a biuff. I believe my opponent was probably on a draw, so

there is no value in betting as he will not pay me off with a missed draw.

I should therefore check and hope my opponent takes a shot at the pot
with a bluff. However, if I believe that my opponent might have called
with A-T, K-Q, or Q-J, then | should bet, hoping to sell a missed draw
myself and get value for my hand. Given such a draw-heavy board, 1
decide it is most likely that my opponent missed a draw and has a hand
with no showdown value, so | check,

My opponent bets 300 into a pot of 700. There is virtually no value

in raising as it is very unlikely that he will call a check-raise with any

worse hand than A-9, I must also bear in mind the slim chance that he
might have slow-played a huge hand on the flop. I just call. My oppo- |
nemt shows 84 44 for a missed gutshot, and I take down the pot with

rip nines.
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Niste that my opponent limped m with a junk hand from nuddle position,
Thin sont of play is often found in low-stakes tournaments such as this
o, but rarely in higher buy-ins. When playing such low-stakes tourna-
ments online (which can often offer incredible value due to huge, very
Wik helds), it is often best to play simple, ABC poker, especially in the
pirly gomng, to clear what i1s commonly referred to as a “minefield” of
wink players,
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Setup: Itis the early stages of a $150, $55K guaranteed freezeout with
S0 10 blinds. 1 have barely more than the starting stack and have not
plinyed many hands,
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ey

Pre-flop (150): The action folds around to Seat 6,
who raises two-and-a-half times the big blind to
Se#t | 250. 1 could make one of several plays with A-Q in

'¥n| this spot.

Folding would be fine as most players are raising with a relatively tight
range at this stage of the tournament. I could be dominated by A-K or’
up against a big pocket pair. Even if [ am dominating or racing with my
opponent pre-flop, it can still be correct (o fold A-Q if I think his range

is very tight.

Reraising would also be acceptable as there are many hands against which
1 would be racing, such as low to middle pocket pairs, and reraising may
induce my opponents to fold, However, some hands that [ am domi-
nating would also fold, such as A-J or K-Q. If I reraise and my opponent.
pushes all-in over the top, I would not want to call as he would probably.

only do this with A-K or a big pocket pair, a range which would mostly

have me dominated. He would hardly ever call or reraise with any hand

that | have beaten with A-Q, essentially turning my A-Q into a bluff!
With 30 big blinds and no antes, 1 should not look to play a big pot pre-
flop with A-Q. I rarely ever reraise with A-(} unless I have good reason
to believe the original pre-flop raiser is on a steal.

Frequently cold-calling raises pre-flop is not advisable; but it can be a
viable option, especially when in position. It helps to keep the pot small
and avoids the risk of getting reraised out of the pot by the original
caiser. If the raise in this hand had come from early position, | would

have folded the A-Q, but since I am on the button and the raise was from
middle position, I decide to call. The blinds fold, and I see the flop heads

up against Seat 6.

Py high flush draw. My opponent leads out
for 300 into a pot of 650. 1 should hike this

()
-“u
=

pot. If my opponent likes his hand enough on the flop to play against a
raise, | could very easily be up against A-K with the king of spades, or
perhaps even a flopped flush or set. I therefore choose to proceed with
caution and keep the pot small by just calling,

e & K r Flop (650): 1 flop top pair with a queen-

_* v _ __* E_ flop a lot, but I am wary of playing a big
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Turn (1,250); This is a very bad card for me. [ miss my flush
draw, and another hand that has me beaten takes the lead. A-J
is certainly within my opponent’s range and would now be
T leading. My opponent checks. | could bet here for value with
e wim of making a hand like KK (with the king of spades) pay to draw.
Mowever, there are very few hands that 1 beat that ¢could conceivably
il o bet on the turn, If 1 get any action from a bet on the tumn, then
il probably means 1 am behind. Also, if my opponent check-raises, |
winild face a very tough decision but would probably have to fold, as |
Wil have to give him credit for A-K, A-J, or better. | check behind.

W ¥ | River (1,250): My opponent checks to me once again. Here

| should probably bet my hand for value, approximately half

{ of the 1,250 pot. It is somewhat difficult, however, to get paid

‘-.i off by a worse hand on this board. My opponent would prob-

Wbly call a river bet with a weak ace, but A-T, A-9, and A-8 are the only

Wil in his range that I can beat. He might pay me off with a pocket

pir, believing that | could be bluffing a missed flush draw, but this is

pinbiably more hopeful than likely. | choose not to go for value, hoping

Jint to show down the winning hand. | check, and my opponent shows
A¥ K¥ 10 win the pot.

Mg might have checked the river hoping to induce a bluff, He probably
pemuoncd that he had the best hand, but that it would be hard to get value
lhoin i, Also, if he bet and 1 raised, he would have a hard ume calling
with A-K. He too took the conservative route by checking, Rather than
sl o small edge for value, he took a line to preserve his stack in case
b wiis behind,
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Setup: It is the early stages of a $50 buy-in, $15K guaranteed freezeout
with a starting stack of only 1,500, The blinds are 60-120. I am unfa-
miliar with my opponents, but overall they seem to be predictable and
somewhat passive as is usually the case in smaller buy-in tournaments.

S & |s9 W |Preflop (180): Seat 4 limps in, and the action is on
*-li* ‘," me. With no limpers in front, I would bring this hand
L] & |in for a raise. However, with 15 big blinds, behind
t *ﬁ ‘ & ‘5] a limper 1 am in an awkward spot with 88. 1 could

shove all-in, but [ would prefer to be a little bit shorter-stacked to make:
that play profitable. 1 could raise, but then 1 would probably be in &
tough spot on the flop if the limper or anyone else calls, as 1 would bel
committed to the pot and probably facing a couple of overcards, Either
play is acceptable, but with 15 big blinds, my stack is just barely big.
enough to limp in behind a limper. | choose to limp in, hoping to have:
position against Seat 4 and the blinds in a small pot where I can bet mos i
any flop or perhaps encourage more limpers, increasing my implied odds
if 1 do hit a set,
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Sent 6 limps in behind me, and the action folds to Seat 2 in the big blind.
Neat 2 shoves all-in for 945 more. Seat 4 folds, and the action is on me,
Il Seat 4 had called or reraised all-in, I would have folded my middle
puir and accepted a small loss on the hand. It would have been too likely
ihat 1 would be up against at least one overpair to my 88, However, since
Sent 4 has folded, with 1,485 in the pot and only 945 to call, my hand
Clearly becomes a call,

As short-stacked as Seat 2 is, he is likely to be pushing with a very wide
range, virtually any two broadway cards, any pocket pair, or perhaps
pven a weak ace. Given that | have good equity against this range, and my
pponent will only show up with a higher pocket pair a small percentage
Wl the time, 1 should not pass up this opportunity for chips. The best play
i 1o 1solate by pushing all-in 5o as not to tempt the big-stacked limper
eliind me to call as well. | reraise all-in, and Seat 6 folds,

My opponent shows A® T4 for two overcards, and | am off to the races.
e board comes Ka Ja 4% 24 6%, and | win the race, increasing my
Mack to 3,215,
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Hand 18

A Wi wpot, Since my bet weuld also be very suspicious given my posi-
i, | would expect any player with a 10 (and certainly a better kicker)
i wiiher call or come over the top. 1 choose to check.

. P

Setup: Itis early in a $500 satellite to a major live event. | have approxi-

mately the starting stack and have not been involved in VEry many pots.

The blinds are 60-120.

E"' 3' v Pm'ﬂﬂl'-' ( I Eﬂ']} Seals 5and 6 |I].’I'IFII in middle pﬂsi[iq.n

: : M) for I:Eﬂlcar.:h. lﬂhln-DSE to limp also, given the chance
“ &l a a o g.{:.t i a multiway pot cheaply with my strong
L T T %) pesittion and disguised hand, The button folds, the

small blind completes, and the big blind checks.

Y +¢ IE & " Flop (600): The action is checked to me.
+ " 4 Against a lone opponent, | will bet most of
:*1“ ] the time in this situation; however, betting

o __ % into four opponents is just too risky. |

would open myself up to a potential check-raise by beiting and would
haw:-.. m‘fuld. If any of my opponents even calls, | will have a hard time
contmuing with the hand unless I spike another 10 on the turn. Even a
7 15 a dangerous card as an opponent holding 9-8 is a strong possibility

@ | Turn (600): This is an excellent card for me. It is highly
unlikely that this card improved anyone's hand, so | probably
still have the best hand and [ have also picked up a backdoor-

. . AL fush draw.

1w winall blind leads out for 300 into a 600 pot. The big blind calls,
Wuth limpers fold. 1 could argue for a raise here since the caller is very
likely 10 be on a draw. Yet with these players having to act before three
Ninpers on the flop, 1 believe that the small blind may have checked a

'ljmk on the flop, or even two pair. | could easily be reraised off my pair
i Nush draw, a very strong hand with which to peel off a cheap river
i, Just calling also helps me to control the size of the pot and not risk

potting raised out of it. 1 thus choose to call.

» | River (1,500): Bingo! This is probably the best river card for

& me. My opponents check, Clearly 1 must now bet the river for

,* | valug; it 1s only a matter of how much to bet. 1 could easily
%5 have been on a draw given that | checked the flop and only
villed the turn, so my opponents could easily expect that I am bluffing.

My goal is to try to induce a weak call from one of my opponents.
Nometimes a smallish bet will achieve this aim by keeping the price
reasonable, given my opponents’ stack sizes. On the other hand, some-
Himes players will fold to a smallish bet because they think you are
looking for a call. A larger bet can look suspicious since your opponent
thinks you are dissuading a call. | lean toward betting the larger amount
hecause | get paid off better when my opponent takes the bait, 1 bet
|, 150, approximately three-guarters of the 1,500 pot, Unfortunately,
hoth opponents fold.



Hand 19

Setup: It is carly in a $100 freezeout, the blinds are 75-150, and I have
approximately the starting stack. 1 have created a tight image as | have
not played many hands so far.

Pre-flop (225): The action folds to seat 6, who raises
: 1o 500 from the hijack seat. The cutoff and button

¥ | fold, and the action is on me. | quickly dismiss flat-
AW calling the raise as { do not want to try to trap out of
with a hand vulnerable to two overcards. A reraise is certainly
so 1 just need to decide the amount.

in order,

[ would normally raise to about 1,500, three times the original bet,
However, this would be almost halt of my stack. 1 would not fold on
the flop after putting in this much of my stack, even if the flop came ace
high. Therefore, the best option would be to go all-in now.
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An all-in bet of 3,220 may seem like an overbet, but just taking down
e pot pre-flop would increase my stack by over 20 percent. Of course,
what 1 would most like in this spot is to be called by a hand that [ am
dominating. Some opponents will look ata big all-in betand sense weak-
ness, so | think an all-in bet actually has a better chance of being called
yy i lower pocket pair than merely a reraise (o 1,500. 1 shove all-in for
1,220. The big blind and Seat 6 guickly fold.
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Hand 20

e middle range of stack sizes (of cither myself or my opponent),
siinewhere between 12 and 20 big blinds, is where | will consider slow-
Iy ing my aces before the flop. Cold-calling in this spot can sometimes
liice u player behind me to reraise, commonly referred to as a squeeze
iy, I not, 1 have position against an opponent who is likely to make a
Lantinuation bet. Given the right stack size, this gives me an opportunity
I Inerense my stack significantly simply by getting my opponent to bet
1 Mo, If he decides to call a raise on the flop, 1 will take my chances
With o premium pair given my stack size. Whether or not | slow-play
Wil 1 stack of this size is generally dependent on the likelihood of my
Jpponent calling a reraise or not before the flop.

| Wiy particular hand, given Seat 6's quick fold in the previous hand
il e unlikelihood of my opponents in between waking up with a hand

Mg enough with which to play behind two raises, [ choose (o flat-call.
Ve button and the big blind also call behind me,

Uy v/i & | ¢ |Flop(2075): 1am not excited to take the
|y v flop four-handed; however, this is an excel-
| lent flop for me! The only hand 1 need to
|- Lt | v _E ¥ 5 worry about is 66, as it is very unlikely
At any of my opponents has a deuce. Most important, if anyone has
W ket pair, Tam very likely to be paid off. Seat 4 checks, and Seat 6
e 1 AS0 into the pot of 2,075. 1 could flat-call this bet, but with only
| widditional 1,595 behind, | choose to go all-in, I can be very confident
W Sl 6 his a pocket pair given the size of his bet and that he will call
Wy allin, and it is possible that I could get action from a player behind
0 With a pair as well. | go all-in for 3,145.

Setup: This is the same $100 freezeout as the previous hand, about ong
arbit later. The blinds remain 75-150.

|
Eé- Pre-flop (225): Seat 6, the same player fmfn g ,il
previous hand, raises in early position to 500 just a8 i

-ll-!l-:

¥ before. The players in between fold, and the action .
¥l is on me. |

It is important to maximize the profits of your premium hands, espes
cially aces. As a general rule of thumb, against a raiser | will uﬂsuat
push all-in with a pair of aces if my stack is less than 12 big bitntfls..- _-
want to get the raiser to commit his chips now so that | don't give him @
chance to give up if he doesn’t like the flop.

Rl 2 ond 4 fold, and Seat 6 calls my all-in, showing T¥ T4, The T+
inen on the turn and the 8% on the river. My opponent hits his two

et (i wins the pot with tens full of twos.
1

If the stacks are deep, T will also almost always reraise to clear the field
and better define my hand to see the flop. Merely cold-calling raises
with deep stacks is quite risky, as playing “only” one pair afier the £ op
can be very dangerous.
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Hand 21 Wiy Gpponent has a strong hand like two pair or top pair, or ¢ven a hand
W Wik o maddle pair, he may choose to reraise, pricing me out of the

piial | i oot want to risk being priced out of my draw,

Wy | know my aggressive opponent is likely to have air in this spot,
Uil iront spponents who bet with complete air on the flop will shut
Wi on the turn, Therefore, just calling may allow me to steal the pot
W tle wirn 1f my opponent checks in front of me, Of course, if I am up
kit o made hand, | welcome the opportunity to draw cheaply to my
i-ended straight in position. 1 call the 250 bet.

f # | Turn (900): Yahtzee! | have turmed the second nut straight!
b | Infortunately, my opponent checks to me. 1 could check
| hehind and hope to get value out of my hand on the river, but
Z-'r #!| with a hand this strong, 1 very rarcly want to slow-play. If I
| ) 1o ulizu.fk and a 7, 5, or 2 were to hit the river, [ could get very hittle
i.m out of my hand, even if he has a very strong second-best hand.
ause my opponent has proven himself to be very aggressive, betting
Wi iy induce him to check-raise me with any sorl of made hand or
i i s even on a bluff or semibluff. Of course, 1 also want to get value
Setup: About two hours into a satellite for a major live event, 1 face 1y hand,

Z E:::i:::::f.:::ﬁg ;:Egnm:ﬁ]?s[ﬂ?;::jﬁtﬁﬁrt:?sngznn:; o 15' Hiwe | know 1 should bet my monster, | must decide the right amount to

i < - o - duce a check-raise, but if my oppo-
heck- s steal The bl o | A less than half-pot bet may in
TEE:;?M' HE s ihs epmiRa LIS O Fel s pt- Ths b Wnl i drwing, 1 would be allowing him to draw to beat me too cheaply.

Wise vet, too big of a bet may kill my action! 1 aim for a balance

5‘4_ ‘ = * Pre-flop (300): The table folds around to the small i does not gi:u'e any information away or scarc my opponent away. I
# blind, who limps in for 100 more. I check my option fhooke 1o bet slightly over half the pot, 550 into 900.
to take a free fi ith a° y : :
v $ ?jnlkﬁa“;n r:lmrc than happy to take a free flop wi ; 1oy delight, my opponent check-raises to 2,550, practically putting me

W' 1 reraise an additional 825 all-in, as the pot is now big enough that
| not worried about losing my opponent. Although it is possible that
I liolids 7-5 for the nut straight, this would be an unavoidable cooler,
Jupt unfortunate circumstance. My opponent calls and shows J& 54 for
i open-ended straight draw, which would only chop the pot if made.
e T4 alls on the river, and my straight holds to deuble me up.

W v|lia &|i & |Flop (400): My opponent bets 250 into:
""‘ & |2 400 pot. 1 have flopped an open-ended
& A straight draw on a rainbow board. Having:
& ‘E v *' E position on my opponent, holding a gﬂﬂd
draw, and facing a n:!atwcl:-,r small bet, | am certainly continuing with:
the hand. Based on previous blind-versus-blind play with this opponent,
I know that he is probably going to make this bet with any two cards,
whether he hit the flop hard or completely missed. I could raise, but if




51% Winning Poker Tournaments Jon "PearlJammer” Turner 67

Naote that my opponent led with complete air on the flop, a very Lﬂmm
move in blind-versus-blind situations. When he picked up a draw on the
turn, he tried to see the river cheaply but then got greedy when | t:cl
hand. He made a big mistake to put in so many chips on a draw with
one card to come. Inducing opponents to make mistakes like this can Iy
crucial in building big chip stacks in tournaments, |

Ak 11 1 et any action, it will almost surely be against a better hand,
Wil 1 it find myself pot-committed against a dominating hand.

A0 under-the-gun limper presents an interesting situation, If this player
il bieen playing very few pots, 1 would throw my A-J into the muck
W | wonld be o worried about him limping in with a big pocket pair
W0 bigger ace. However, because he has been active, | want to take a
,' i with him in position. 1 choose to limp in behind. The button also
Hips, the small blind completes, and the big blind checks. Five players
U the Nop.

Hand 22

alliss

e " 0 *‘ @ | Flop (1,000): | flop top pair with top kicker,
AN Y v |® strong but somewhat dangerous hand
g, v, given two broadway cards on the flop. The
i VUi A % small blind, Seat 1, leads out for 800 into
*]'Iul of 1,000, The big blind and the under-the-gun limper fold. Seat
| s only 1,210 left after betting 800, so he is clearly pot-committed.
He vould have flopped two pair from the small blind or perhaps even a
I ol threes. However, most players first to act would try to trap with
feds stronger than A-J on this flop, hoping to check-raise with so many
limpers in the pot. His most likely holdings here would be a jack with
il weaker kicker than mine or a semibluff with an open-ended straight
dinw, K-0), O-9, or 9-8, 1 am confident that | am ahead, 50 | reraise
piongeh to put Seat 1 all-in, 1 raise to 2,400.

1'he button folds, and Seat | calls, showing Q# J&. The 24 hits the turn
aid the 74 on the river, and my hands hold up.

Setup: It is early in a $50 freezeout, and I have played very few pots. I
have close to the starting stack of 3,000. The blinds are 100-200. |

Pre-flop (300): The under-the-gun player in Seat 3,
who has been fairly active, limps. The remainder.
of the table folds around to me. I could raise to try

| 1o take the pot down pre-flop or perhaps to isolate
the 1!II'I|JE}-I' Hnwever this is quite risky, especially given the size of my
stack. To effectively isolate, I would need to raise about one-third of my
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Hand 23 Ihily wesuming 1 am committed, | should give him a range of about TT+
A= | WEN Wl A-K., perhaps as weak as 99 or A-Q,

Mepause | know that Seat 8 1s a very intelligent player and is not going
ke o bi ¢ mistake for his entire stack at this stage of the tournament,
A sl give him credit for knowing what 1 know about both my range
Wil Seat §'s range. 1 should also assume that he would err on the side of
.I}_ Witkon and not shove in his stack with a hand as weak as JJ and perhaps
| | pven A-K, having no money invested in the pot. Therefore, | should
W ible 1o narrow his range down to AA, KK, QQ (although there is only
e vombination remaining for QQ), and perhaps A-K.

nrrunli-,r in this situation, A-K is more likely than AA or KK because
e 16 combinations of A-K versus 12 combinations of AA or KK,
,:,'-- iWever, in this spot, it is reasonable to assume that Seat 8 may have
hioen 1o told A-K., so AA and KK become much more likely possibili-
M, Since T am in a coin flip against A-K and dominated by the over-
s (1 alse must consider the possibility that Seat 5 has reraised with
AA o KK, 1 choose to fold my Q0. Seat 5 also folds, and Seat 8 mucks

Ui g,

Setup: 1 am in a 5100 freezeout in the last level before the antes kick iny
The blinds are 100-200, and I am well below average with just above the:
starting stack. Seat 8 is a very smart, aggressive player whom | respect
a lot.

Pre-flop (300): With only 17 big blinds, I am defi
el | nitely willing to get all of my money in the pot pre=
--:;:.‘-:-"-' flop. | open for my standard raise of two-and-a-half

TW5| | D fimes the big blind to 500. Seat 5, with about 7,000

in chips, reraises to 2,000, Seat 8 then reraises all-in from the cutoff or
T1.670! The action is back to me,

When | open-raised with QQ, leaving me with less than 3,000 in chips,
| was hoping to get action. However, with all the action behind me, it is:
lime to reanalyze the situation. My opening raise was from under-the-
gun, and having a short stack, | should assume that my opponents give
me credit for a real hand. They should probably give me a range of 88+,
A-Q, and perhaps A-J or K-Q. Therefore, for Seat 5 to reraise, most
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| il not have the best hand. I opt to keep the pot small and just call the
lol, secing what develops on the tumn. Seat 8 also makes the call, and |
e (he o three-handed.

Hand 24

' | 9 | Turn (3,200): This is a very safe card for my hand. The only

way this card could have helped another player is if the orig-

inal bettor or button had a hand with a gutshot draw like A-5

l # ° or 6-5 However, both of these hands would be very unlikely

i1 (his spot. Again, Seat 1 leads out for 500. This bet is extremely small,

Wi the pot is 3,200. 1 do not believe that I can give up on the hand at this

i, although I am still very worried about my opponent’s holdings.

Yhils is precisely why a hand like K-T is such a trouble hand to begin
Wit

Wicide 1o raise to find out for sure where I stand. My opponent’s small
Nl illows me to raise without committing myself to the pot. 1 hope to
liher 1ake the pot down or at least chase out Seat 8, giving me position
(he river. If either player plays back at me, | know I will give up the
(Wi, A raise should at least chase out the button unless he is slow-playing
i monster as he will be facing a bet and raise, an always difficult spot.
I Heat | calls and we see the river heads up, I should be able to check
Bghiind on the river. A small raise thus enables me to “buy a cheap show-
i by taking control of the hand with no intention of betting again
Wiloss | improve. However, | am not trying to risk a lot of chips in hopes

Setup: It is the middle stages of a $200 freezeout, and most of the table
is relatively deep-stacked at 100-200 blinds.

(a9 | | (9 @ | Pre-flop (300): The action is folded to me, and I pu
5 || 97Y | in my standard two-and-a-half times the big blind Ul bl fting out a better hand as my hand has plenty of showdown value.
] ‘ﬁ raise of 500. This is a very questionable play as KT | fnise w 1,450, approximately three times my opponent’s bet, Seat 8
by, but Seat | makes the call.

R _‘ Al is a very weak, trouble hand. Even if 1 flop either
p:m? as top ;:Eir., | could be in very bad shape against many reasonable
hands. However, at a tight table, 1 will often steal with this hand in late
position. The button and the small blind ¢all, and the big blind folds.

& &  River (6,100): Yet again, this is a safe card for my hand. None-
** theless, T am not confident that 1 have the best hand. Seat |
‘* | checks, By raising on the turn, | have put Seat | on the defen-
v "Ei sive. He now gives me the option of whether or not to bet my
i, 111 bet, 1 might get called by a hand such as Q-T or J-T, but these
Iwitils are unlikely to have called me pre-flop from the small blind. |
Wik my opponent may have a pair beaten. He may have nines or fives,
Wit e 15 unlikely to call me on the river with one of these hands. 1 check
Aiehind, choosing not to attempt a very risky value bet,

Flop (1.700): 1 flop top pair with he
second-best kicker. Without hitting twd

pair or trips, 1 could not ask for a

ia e aff
&
# % safer-looking flop for my hand. Seat |

L
l.ffﬂl vl A

leads out for 500, less than one-third of the 1,700 pot. I could certai
raise in this spot as | figure to have the best hand, It would be a pra
raise, though, since 1 would have to fold if either player played back 4

me. Even if 1 were just called by either player, 1 would be very leery My opponent shows J¢ J& and wins the pot.
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Setup: It is the carly-nmddle stages of a $200 buy-in, _nmjfmr Su_ndny mur
nament. The blinds are 100-200, and my stack, which is @ little und_._
double the starting stack of 3,000, is about average for this stage of th&

tournament. 1 am unfamiliar with my opponents. |

£ | Pre-flop (300): Seat 3 opcns for 700 under—th
A gun. Seats 4 and 5 fold. My opponent ugemﬁd

v pot for three-and-a-half times the big blind -!:-.
2 8| first position. Both the size and position of his ral
are uncquﬁ-:ﬁéhl signs of strength. [ can expect my ﬂ]‘!p{mm‘}l t:]::iave - :
high pocket pair or A-K most of the u'rrlur. Flal—c:nlhng the raise o,
looking to raise all-in on most any flop is an option, _Hi::—wew::r. 1 prefer
reraise pre-flop, attempting 1o get all of my money in now.

Wt

[f T flat-call and my opponent misses the flop with ﬁ-K: I may not _ :
any more action. Alse, if my opponent has a pocket pair such as :-.II;E
TT, and a couple of overcards flop, | will probably lose my uppi‘.‘-lr!.'uﬁl Y
1 double up. It cither my stack or my opponent’s stack were n the
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| 2-20 big blind range, the flat-call would be much more profitable. In
thit case, my opponent would be committed or all-in with almost any
vontinuation bet, so | should get paid off in full. When you flat-call
when stacks are deep, you risk allowing your opponent or subsequent
villers the chance to catch up too easily on the flop. Pest-flop play can
then become dangerous when it does not need to be.

Unfortunately any reraise will clearly commit me to the pot, and if my
opponent analyzes the situation well, he should be able to put me on a
vory narrow range of AA, KK, QQ, and A-K. After all, | am coming
uver the top of a large under-the-gun raise and committing a stack of
A0 e blinds to the pot. Against an unknown opponent who is repre-
senting a lot of strength, | can expect to get action most of the time, | do
fiol want to reraise the minimum, thus telegraphing my hand. 1 also do
ot want to shove all-in, because that may help my opponent lay down
iddle pairs or A-K or A-Q. Note the difference between this hand and
W #19 where 1 pushed with QQ. In that hand, I started with only 15
bilg blinds and in this hand 1 have 30 big blinds. Pushing with a stack
ol 30 big blinds isn’t nearly as likely to generate action as a push with
I8 big blinds,

| reraise to 2,350, approximately three times my opponent’s bet. Scats
18, 1 and 2 fold, Seat 3 reraises all-in. 1 call, and my opponent shows
I's |'& The board comes 54 74 6+ A% 24, and | win with a set of aces,
doubling up to 12,250,

Nitte that a strong opponent should be able to lay down TT in this spot
bt will almost certainly go broke with KK, QQ, A-K, and maybe 1. |
Wi lortunate that even though my opponent had a hand on the weak end
il what | believed to be his range, he still stacked off to me.
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Hand 26

Setup: It is the middle stages of a $50, $50K gua:amcad‘ freezeout with
blinds of 100-200. I have no information on the players in the blinds.

Fomsit |y ¥
g'ﬁ attempt a button steal. | raise two-and-a-half times:
it | & &2 (he big blind, my standard raise, to 500. The small

pre-flop (300): The action is folded to me. My
hand is not very strong, yet it is strong enough to

T

blind folds. but the big blind makes the call, defending with his rather
large stack.

‘ Flop (1,100): 1 have flopped second pair
& | but with a very weak kicker. My oppo-
*ﬁ‘ nent checks. He probably knows that my
- v v range is very wide on the button and could
include almn;:'l“aﬁ;r two cards, He also wields a very big stack, am:l_l am
riot sure if ke tends to play back at players he perceives as weak. I I bet
and he raises, 1 would be inclined to throw my hand away. Although 1

have 1 micee of the Rop, my hand 15 not strong, enough to play a big pot.

lll!r-l
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| would rather take a free card, hopefully improving my hand, and then
fe-evaluate the situation on the turn. | check,

4 | Turn(1,100): An absolute brick hits, and my opponent checks
' 1o me again. With two checks from my deep-stacked oppo-
‘ 4 nent, 1 now believe that 1 am leading with my pair of kings.

! Although it is possible that he has checked an ace twice, or a
king with a better kicker, it is more likely that he has a weak hand such
i suited connectors (perhaps with an eight), or perhaps lower broadway
cirds like J-T, I could bet now to take down the pot and not give a free
vard 1o a potential gutshot-straight draw, or | could give my opponent
sie more chance to catch up.

(‘onventional wisdom argues for a bet, not giving a free card; however,
| piefer a check in this spot. Since | checked the flop in part to feign
wenkness, my opponent might expect me to try and steal the pot on
the turm and attempt an ambitious check-raise bluff if 1 bet the tumn. It
would be very difficult to call such a raise and play a big pot with my
slick at this stage. | prefer to check again, denying him this opportunity
il keeping the pot small. Checking also tempts my oppenent to use his
big stack and bluff into me on the river. If he has no chance to win at a
showdown, he may take a shot at the pot. If he checks to me a third time
o the river, Twill be even more confident that my king is good and that
| i certainly able to value-bet it. My opponent may pay me off with
wome very weak holdings on the river, thinking that | am stealing the
pot. | check again.

% | River (1,100): My opponent again checks. Clearly, it is time
S | to value-bet. My bet should be on the small side as T must
Wa - | convince my nrﬁpt:-ncnt to call with a weak hand. However, it
T should not be so small that it is obvious | am going for a value
bt 1 bet just over half the pot, 650. My opponent cails and mucks Q4
I'#, and | take down the pot.
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Hand 27

(il biet with a very wide range of hands. Additionally, | would ensure
(it my oppenent does not get a free card while also petting value for
iy had, 1 bet 300 into a 490 pot.

My opponent raises to 1,050, He may have made this raise with anything
fjuin complete air to a hand as strong as two pair. However, the fact that
i hive an ace makes it less likely that he has one. Also, he is somewhat
unlikely 1o have checked an ace after limping, and he may perceive my
bt 0 @ steal or a weak hand such as middle or bottom pair. Given my
Wpponent’s wide range, so many possible drawing hands and so few
lkoly made hands, 1 make up my mind at this point that 1 probably have
e best hand, The decision now is whether to call or reraise, and if the
latter, how much?

Culling in this spot and then checking the turn would be too weak a

lny and a potential disaster. If my opponent has a draw or weak pair,
rln v unlikely to put another chip in the pot unless he makes his hand.
Ity calling the flop and then checking the furn, | am giving my Oppo-
Went two chances to improve his hand without charging him to do so.
Afother option would be to call and then lead out on the turn. If a blank
il the turn, | may be able to convinee him that [ have a draw with this
live of sction and get him to make a second, more ambitious play at the
pot, However, the downside of this play is that | would let him get to
llye river facing only a single bet on the turn. If he makes a big hand on
(e e of river, it would be very difficult to get away from my hand as
e pot would be rather large and his hand would be hard to pinpoint,
[erefore, T much prefer to reraise now on the flop.

Setup: | am in the early-to-middle stages of a $300 fregzeout. The blinds
are 100-200 with a 10 ante.
- Eg_ ; | Pre-flop (390): The action folds to me. | am familiar
with my opponent in the big blind, a strong and

somewhat aggressive player. If 1 were to raise with
i= N ¥ L*_*ﬁj my weak ace, | would have to fold to a reraise. |
prefer not to raise with weak aces in deep-stacked blind-versus-blind
cituations in order to disguise my hand and control pot size. | therefore
limp, and my opponent checks.

4

¢

A termise to approximately 2,800 would be reasonable, but 1 prefer an
ill-in reraise in this spot, By shoving, | charge my opponent the maximum
fior o draw. I he has a double draw, like J-T, T-8, or #-6 of diamonds,
| ui ot least forcing him to call off all his chips if he so chooses. By
muking such a large overbet, my opponent might also convince himself
fhint | am weak and on a draw, and he could call me with a hand as weak
wi i pair of nines. It may seem unlikely, but stranger calls have been
winde. 1 shove all-in for 5,330, and my opponent folds.

e 4 T¢ 4 |Flop (490): 1 flop top pair with a weak
¢ *f ‘ ¢ kicker on a board that offers many poten-
L 4 tial draws. 1 could check to my opponent,
| ¢ & i f?; hoping to get him to bluff al the pot. My
opponent might bet with a 9, 7, straight draw, or flush draw, but he might
also choose 1o take a free card, which could be very dangerous to me. If  I'his sort of hand is tough to play; 1 am basically risking my entire stack,

I were to lead out, | would not be giving awiy my hand as 1 could make [ully trusting that I have made the correct read. In essence, I am nsking

-
t

il
=th. 'l'f
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5.000 in chips to win the 1,700 in the pot, not the best risk-reward ratio.

£ am called, I will be behind in most cases. However, you must learn
to trust your reads to be successful i tournament poker. In this partic-
ular hand, the key piece of information is that my opponent didn’t raise
pre-flop, which most opponents would do with A-7 or higher. I won’t
always be correct, but I am willing to take the risk to increase my stack -
by 1,700, with the possibility of increasing it by even more if called. |




Hand 28

Setup: The blinds are 120-240, and antes of 25 have just been intro-
duced in a $150, $55K guaranteed tournament. I have a very good stack
and have been opening many pots, especially in position.

-

Pre-flop (585): The action is folded to me and T
put in my standard raise, just under two-and-a-half

fZ4| | times the big blind to 575. The small blind defends
y) | ok # and calls my raise, and the big blind folds. 1 have
fum?ﬁlayed many pots with this player but believe him to be somewhat
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wilive and understandably suspicious of my button raise,

se w i 9 |Flop(1.615); My opponent checks. | have
|| s Aopped top pair top kicker, but with three

hearts on the board, my hand 1s vulnerable.
Al & *: | * 21 1 do not have to worry about any possible
Awir pai combinations on this flop, though. Given my opponent’s chip

Wik, it isn’t unreasonable for him to call pre-flop with 55 or 22, so a

st in 1small possibility. With a strong piece of this flop, and having
Wlwed from such a suspicious position, I should be confident to put out
W ontinuation bet for value, This bet also protects my hand, as [ should
Wlurge my opponent for a fourth heart given the dangerous board.

| bet 765, approximately half the 1,615 pot. My opponent check-raises

fin 2, 3000,

It deciding whether to re-shove all-in (or reraise an amount that commits
e o the hand), call, or even fold to this bet, | must quickly analyze the
docisions 1 will face on future streets.

| ecide against shoving in or reraising at this point because it is very
wnlikely that 1 will get called by a worse hand. My opponent would
probably need a flush or set to call, or perhaps K-J, Q-1, or J-T, where his
kicker is a heart, With these weaker jacks and the flush draw, my oppo-
et would be approximately 50/50 to win, and with the money he has
alrendy invested, | would expect him to call. | may also be up against
A-x with the ace of hearts. If my opponent check-raised me with this
Wi, he would probably feel pot-committed and call my all-in, thinking
le has 12 outs when he actually has only nine. This is a hand from
which I would welgome a call. However, 1 am willing to take the risk of
Wllowing a fourth heart to hit for the sake of pot control at this relatively
enrly stage of the tournament.

Folding in this spot would be too weak of a play since [ took the flop
heads up, and my opponent could easily be assuming that [ simply made
o continuation bet with a weak hand given my position, Thus, his range
for check-raising is much wider than if | had opened in early position.




P ——

a0 Winning Poker Tournaments

Calling is arguably a weak play as well because if my opponent has one
heart (a very likely holding), 1 am allowing him to set his own price.
However, | have position on him and would much prefer to commit my
money 1o this pot after a safe turn hits, 1f 1 call and see a fourth heart
hit the board, | can safely assume | am beaten if my opponent bets,
because | believe he must have al least one heart or a set to make this
check-raise.

If he doesn’t have a heart, then a fourth heart on the turn would prob-
ably cause him to shut down and check. Most turn cards would appear
cafe for me, though, and 1 could then feel confident enough to put my
opponent all-in or put out a strong bet if he checks, With any turn card,
jack or below (or an ace), | would feel very confident getting my money
in. By just calling now, [ am representing a flush draw to my opponent. 1
expect him to bet at least 3000 on an unthreatening turn, at which point
1 will raise all-in. The only turn cards that | am unsure how 1o handle are
a non-heart king or queen. 1f one of these cards hits, I will have to make
my decision based on the size of my opponent’s bet.

I choose to call based on my assumption that I am ahead but knowing
that the turn card will better define my hand’s strength. 1 have planned .
ahead. knowing that 1 will get the majority of my money in with only
one card to come if a safe turn card hits, but fold to a bet if a fourth heart
hits instead.

;| Turn (6.215); This is an excellent turn for my hand. I now
Bl | (ool extremely confident that 1 am well ahead. The worst-
case scenario is that in the unlikely event that my opponent

LE ':JI flopped a flush or a low set, I now have outs on the rver 100
I

nake a full house,

My opponent goes all-in, and he has me covered as 1 have 7.070. Since I
knew when I called on the flop that if a safe tumn card hit I was commit-
ting my stack, | can make this call without any further analysis.

My opponent shows 94 9 fora flush draw. | must dodge a 9 or heart on
the river (aside from the A%) o win. Sigh. The K¥ falls on the river, and
my opponent wins with a flush! Although 1 lost the hand, my analysis
helped me get my money in well ahead with only one card to come. !
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Hand 29

Setup: | am well below average but not short-stacked in a S100 rebuy

tournament a few levels after the rebuy period has ended. The blinds
ure 150-300 with a 25 ante. .

| I"I:Evﬂnp (675); The action is folded to me, and |
raise my standard two-and-a-half times the big blind
&7 | 1o 750, Seat 9 on the button and Seat 2 in the big
o - .

# ¥ blind both make the call.

I;E‘ & | Flop (2,625): 1 flop top pair, top kicker
PR A on a very safe board. Seat 2 checks, and
*f‘" & the action is on me. | should bet approxi-

i 5| mately one-third to one-half of the pot, my
wandard continuation bet. Because my opponents expect me 1o make
this bet now with any two cards, it will not give away the strength of my
el 1 bet 1,150 into the 2,625 pot. Seat 9 calls, and Seat 2 folds.
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‘5 ; | Turn (4,925): 1 am very confident that I have the best |'Iﬂ.llld.

If my opponent has me beaten, my stack size and the pot size

* e dictate that 1 am willing to go broke. The only concern now

4 %! iz how to get my opponent’s money in the pot on the next
two streets,

[f ] were certain that my opponent was as strong as A-Q or A-J, T would

het oul now and easily get his money in. However, I cannot give him

credit for a hand that strong. In position. he merely wiled‘ my bet on
the flop. He might have perceived this bet as weak since I will probably

make a continuation bet with any two cards. Thus he might have called

with anything from a weak ace to an unimproved pocket pair. He might

have even floated with air, hoping 10 take the pot away on the turn if [

show weakness with a check.

If I bet the turn, my opponent will in all likelihood give up on TEiﬁ unimn-
proved pocket pairs or weaker hands, as my bet clearly commits me (o
the pot. However, if 1 check the tum, he will likely try 1o I:akc the p?-t
away no matter what he holds. If he has an ace, I will get his money m
cither way. The only risk in checking is that my opponent tak‘t'.:ﬁ a free
card and improves to the best hand on the river, but my analysis makes
me almost certain that my opponent will bet the turn.

[ check, and my opponent moves all-in. This is precisely what | wantn?d
him to do. I make the call, and my opponent shows 94 9%, The 24 hits
the river, and T win the pot with aces and a king kicker.

Mand

30
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Setup: It is the middle stages of a $50 freczeout, and | am new to the

ble with no information on any of my opponents. The blinds are
1 560300 with a 25 ante,

v, v
‘o¥e
A, b
f“"ﬁ

L4

Rabs

| Pre-flop (675): Seat 6 limps, the button limps, and

the small blind completes. I check my option, happy
to see a free flop.

24 @& | Flop (1.425): 1 flop top pair with a horrible
& & kicker on a somewhat dangerous board.
There 15 no flush draw, but a straight 1s

¥ W ossible. The small blind checks. 1 could

bet out, but if called or raised, I would have a hard time continuing with
the hand. Both limpers are sitting on large stacks, so | choose to check,
liguring one of them will bet, giving me more information,
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Seat 6 bets 675 into a pot of 1,425, Seats 9 and 1 fold. I now find myself
heads up against a single opponent who did not show any strength pre-
flop. If 1 were to call and see the turn, only a T or 2 would improve my
hand, while plenty of cards would scare me. Since my top pair figures

6 be the best hand against a single opponent with a wide range, and 1 |
am relatively short-stacked with the size of the pot now being more than
half my stack, I should raise. With only 3,670 chips left, looking at a pot
of 2.100, my raise should be all-in.

Giiven the size of the pot, I would like my opponent to fold hands such
as K-Q. K-J, or 9-8, which all have nine or 10 outs. However, | am still’
the favorite to double up if my opponent calls. I may even gel action
from hands like A-9, 88, or 77, with which my deep-stacked opponent.
may talk himself into calling with, believing I am trying to steal the.
pot on some type of draw. Of course, if 1 am beaten on the flop, I will
certainly be called and almost certainly will be out of the tournament,
This is a risk 1 must be willing to take given my stack size and my

opponent’s range.

[ raise all-in for 2,995 more, and my opponent folds.
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Hand 31

Notup: It is the middle stages of a $100 rebuy tournament. The rebuy
poriod 15 over, and the blinds are 150-300 with a 25 ante. My table 15
Mucked with many very aggressive players.

A& | id & |Preflop (675): In order to remain unpredictable
“* #ﬁ to my opponents, I elect to raise with this suited
"** ¥ | connector from early position. Often when called by
v ¥ !E one or two opponents, my continuation bet will be

more credible due to my early position raise. Also, whenever I connect
with the Aop with a suited connector from this position, I have a high
likelihood of getting paid off and winning a big pot because my hand is
mr well disguised. T raise two-and-a-half times the big blind to 750. Seat
Nenlls from the eutoff, and the button and blinds fold.
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Flop (2,175): With a flush draw, 1 will often
lead out, especially given my early-posi-
tion raise pre-flop. However, appropriate
_"_EJ lable dynamics and stack sizes suggest

taking a 4 different approach to this flop. There is 2,175 in the pot, so if |
lead out for approximately 1,200 and my opponent raises, he would be

commitied to the pot due to our stack sizes. | would not want to move

all-in with only nine outs when 1 expect my opponent is committed. If
my opponent just calls, I will be in a similarly tough spot on the tumn if 1
miss my draw. Because my table has been very aggressive, | expect my
opponent will bet if | check. If he chooses to check behind, T will at least
pet a free shot at my draw. I check, and my opponent bets 1,200.

Since my opponent called an under-the-gun raise for almost one-tenth
of his stack, | can assign him a fairly specific range. Pocket pairs are
very likely along with A-Q, A-J, or perhaps a weaker suited ace. Suited
connectors are also a possibility, as are K-Q and K-J, It is also possible
that my opponent is slow-playing a big hand like AA, KK, or A-K. Let
me assume that my opponent is betting in this spot when checked to,
repardless of his hand. With the majority of the hands in his range, he
will fold to a check-raise. He can only continue if he is slow-playing, hit
a sel, or has K-Q or K-J. Facing a check-raise, he would likely fold hands
as strong as QQ or perhaps even K-Q or K-1, fearing that he is beaten. If
he does have a big hand, such as A-K or a set, at least | would have outs
with my flush draw. The only hands where | would be in terrible shape
would be higher flush draws. Yet even in this unlikely case, I would
have six outs twice” so long as the fAlush does not hit on the tum.

I check-raise to 3,300, knowing that 1 am committed to calling my
opponent’s all-in if he pushes. I could check-raise all-in, but a smaller
raise usually looks stronger and should clearly tell my opponent that
1 am pot-committed, Often an all-in check-raise appears too much
like a draw, precisely the information I do not want to give away.
My opponent folds.

I Thix refers bo the twis conds coming on e Do and pivers
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Hand 32

Notup: 1t is the middle stages of a $150 freezeout. The blinds are 150-300
with a 25 ante.

Pre-flop (675): | put in my standard raise of just
under two-and-a-half times the big blind to 725. The
| | action folds around to Seat 8, who calls. The button
| el 1} and blinds fold, too. | see the flop heads up against
another dmp—al&ck&d opponent,

|[fe ot i % |Flop (2,125): 1 flop top pair, top kicker,

¢ & which is a good flop for me but has some
¢ ¢ 4 potential flush and straight draws. 1 should
M "‘ " 7| make the same continuation bet that

F 'wmlhl make on wrma.ﬂy any flop, continuing my representation of
atrength begun with the under-the-gun raise. | lead out for 950, approxi-
inntely half of the 2,125 pot, and my opponent calls.
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ik & ] Tarn (4,025): 11 lead out again and get action in the form of
** | a call or a raise, I will be involved in a very big pot, perhaps

| playing for my whole stack. So before I follow through with
[_ uEJ another bet on the tumn, | should analyze my opponent’s hand

range to see what hands make sense given his play thus far.

He may have a queen with a weaker kicker: however, he would probably
not call my under-the-gun raise with many of these hands. | expect K-Q
would fall within his range, but probably no other queens. He might
have flopped an open-ended straight draw with K-J or J-9, but again,
these are unlikely to be in his pre-flop calling range. He could have
called on the flop with a flush draw, but I have the ace of hearts. A flush
draw is still a possibility but less likely, given that the ace of hearts is out
of play. He might have called pre-flop with a strong ace, such as A-K,
A, or A-], but he probably would have reraised pre-flop with A-K or
raised on the flop with A-Q,

[t would also make sense for my opponent to have a pocket pair. Middle
to low pocket pairs are very likely holdings for people flat-calling pre-
flop raises with deep stacks. My bet of less than half the pot on the flop
may have enticed him to call in position with an unimproved pocket
pair, still believing it to be good. If 1 lead at the pot a second time on the
turn, these hands will likely fold, but they may pay me off on the river
if 1 can convinee my opponent that his pair is good. My opponent could
also be slow-playing a hand that beats me. TT and 33 are possibilities,
and if [ lead out and get raised by one of these hands, | will be drawing
dead and may have a hard time getting away from my hand,

I'decide to check to manage the size of the pot in a vulnerable situation.
I protect mysell'if | am against a set, while at the same time, if my oppo-
nent checks behind, I may be able to get a value bet paid off by a weak
hand on the river. My opponent checks, too.

fE & | River (4,025): This is a complete rag, an excellent card for me.
It1s ime to take my opponent to value town! If he has missed
‘ _ a draw, then the optimal play is to check and induce a bluff,

¥ % However, 1 am losing value if he has any hand worse than A-Q
with which he might pay me off. My check on the twrn helps me sell
a bluft on the river and thus get paid off by much weaker hands, With
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4,025 in the pot, I want to bet the maximum that I believe my opponent
will call, 1 bet 2,450, a little more than half the pot. My opponent calls
and mucks 1) al the showdown.

I 1 had checked the river, perhaps he would have tried to value-bet his
11, sensing it to be good. However, most of the time, he would probably
heck behind, hoping to win at the showdown without risking any more
¢hips or being check-raised. Thus, a check on the river more often than
nol would have lost me a lot of value.

Hand 33

Netup: 1115 the middle stages of a $1,000 buy-in satellite to a major live
event. There are 70 players left, and seven packages will be awarded.
e blinds are 200-400 with a 25 ante. | am above average with about
| 5,000 chips, and | should have a tight image as | have not played many
pots, 1 am familiar with several very strong, experienced players at my
nhle, meluding Seat 2.
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. @ |[Z & |Preflop (825): I could casily justify folding small

pocket pairs in early position at this stage of the tour-

| nament. However, 1 often choose to open-raise with

= ‘ .j _ *_ Ej them, as my early-position raises gamer respect. My

continuation bets are also more respected from this position, and when |
do flop a set, my hand will be very well disguised.

In a satellite tournament such as this one, my opponents are likely to give
my raise even more respect than usual and will usually fold their low
or medium pocket pairs because they are focusing more on surviving
than on building a big stack. This is precisely why I should exploit this
tendency and open up my game a bit more, especially in early position
where opponents are more likely to give me credit for a big hand and not
re-steal. | make my standard raise of two-and-a-half times the big blind
to 1,000, The action folds to the big blind in Seat 2, a strong opponent,
who defends.

ri g “; Flop (2,425): Of course, no flop will excite
& A0 | | Mzl | me unless I hit my miracle set. However,
E given my position and the fact that my
7| Al opponent has called from the big blind

4

where he may choose to defend with a wide range, this is a spot where |
truly must forget about my own hand and play my opponent’s, [ should
continuation-bet here virtually 100% of the time, continuing my repre-
sentation of strength that began with my under-the-gun raise. I want to
het small, not only because I want to lose the minimum if my opponent
check-raises, but also because this is a spot in which 1 may want to fire
two or maybe even three shells on upcoming streets, The smaller my bet
on the flop, the smaller my second shell on the turn needs to be. 1 bet
1,250, approximately half of the 2,425 pot. My opponent calls.

U¢ . & | Turn (4,925): This card puts four to a straight on the board
#*{ as well as a second, though unlikely, flush draw. My oppo-
# 4 # | nent again checks. This is an excellent spot to fire a second

’_f:—_i; shell, especially given two important factors. First off, I am

in 4 satellite tournament where conserving chips is more important than

going for the win. Secondly, my opponent understands this, so he should
be capable of laying down a hand. Even if my oppenent has a hand as
strong as A-T or Q-1 for two pair, what can he reasonably expect 1o beat?
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Virually any two broadway cards beat even a hand as strong as A-T
i leave him drawing extremely thin, He would most likely not expect
i 1o fire a second shell on such a board if had a pocket pair below TT.
| showld not expect my opponent to have a set, as he most likely would
linve check-raised the flop. 1 would not expect my opponent 1o hold
A-K here cither, as he would have reraised with such a strong hand
pre-flop. The only hands | fear are K-Q, K-J, or K-T. If my opponent
hus one of these, he will let me know now, but he will probably fold
myihing ¢lse.

| oice again make a relatively small bet of 2,150, less than half of the
4,925 pot, My small bet here may help convince my opponent that |
wunt action, and of course it risks less of my stack if I find out that my
ppponent still likes his hand. My opponent folds.



92 Winning Poker Tournaments

Hand 34

Setup: | am near the bubble of a $50, $50K guaranteed freezeout. The
blinds are 200-400 with a 25 ante. There are 174 players lefi, and the
tournament pays 153. The average stack is 10,000

a7 | Pre-flop (825). Near the bubble, 1 am opening up
4Bl |y raising range from middle position, and K-J
Gl || (PRQPY | casily falls in this new range. The action folds to

Fand ) L - r] me. and I raise two-and-a-half times the big blind to
1,000, Seat 7 and Seat | both call.

L h & |5 & |Flop (3.625) | have flopped top pair
LS on 2 relatively safe board, yet I must be
W K *#‘ o concerned about my kicker, A-K and K-Q
b | 0¥ *__ % are legitimate hands with which my oppo-

nents may have called my raise. Although one should reraise with A-K
in either of their positions given their stack sizes, | encounter plenty of
players online who just call raises with A-K in similar situations, espe-
cially on the bubble, Seat 1 checks.
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I 1 bet and get raised by either opponent, it will create a very complex
decision. [ could three-bet all-in, hoping my opponent 15 making a move:
however, | would only get called by a stronger hand or perhaps a flush
drw. Against most opponents, | should fold if 1 get raised, essentially
turming my bet into a bluff. 1f I check, 1 disguise the strength of my hand
anid miay be able to get value out of it from weaker hands on later streets.
| ity also induce a weaker hand to try to steal the pot, I cheek, and Seat
T ¢hecks as well.

ih,'ﬂr'. Turn (3,625): This is an absolutely beautiful card! Although
' w 1 still risk being dominated by A-K or K-Q, it is now highly
B | unlikely, as both of my opponents showed weakness on the
| “*ﬁl flop and | can now account for three of the kings, More impor-
tant, 1t will be very difficult for my opponents to put me on such a strong
hand, so the value I can get from my hand is greatly increased,

Seat 1 leads out for 2,000 into a 3,625 pot. Given the action behind him
on the flop, Seat | may lead here with a wide range. If he has a pocket
pair or an ¥, he probably believes it to be the best hand. He may also be
hetting a flush draw, but most opponents who check flush draws on the
Nop continue with this action on the turn, It is also possible that I am
beat by a K with a better kicker or a slow-played set; however, at this
puint, | am willing to go broke with my hand.

| could raise now, as | might get action from an opponent putting me on
n steal, but 1 would risk scaring away my other opponents, especially
due to their stack sizes and the bubble. Seat | has about 11,000 left after
his bet, so if he faces a raise now, he would feel like he will be put to
ihe test for all of his chips on the river. I do not want to give him that
impression as it would probably scare him out of the pot, convincing
him to fold on the turn, Therefore, the best option is just to call, feigning
weakness, and wait until the river to get value from my hand. Calling
might also induce Seat 7 into trying some tricky play or even calling
with a middle pair. [ call the 2,000 bet. Seat 7 folds.

. & |River (7,625): The flush draw hits, which is definitely not
what | want 10 see. My opponent checks. 1 did not put him
on the flush draw before, and his check on the river further

v ! convinces me that he has a middle pair. With 7,625 in the pot,
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I must attempt 1o extract some value from my hand. My opponent has
about 11,000, and my bet should be designed so as not to hurt my oppo-
nent too much. 1 want him to be able to make the call but not feel like
his stack is erippled by it. A bet of approximately half the pot seems to
be the most I could reasonably hope he would call with a middie pair. 1
bet 4,250, My opponent calls and mucks 8% 7%,

Hand 35

Setup: | am in the middle stages of a $100 freezeout, and 1 am
extremely short-stacked with only 1,227 chips. The blinds are 200-400
with a 25 ante.

‘9 9|l & |Preflop(825) The action folds 1o me. I could fold,
v ‘ o | lcaving myself with only 1,002 chips, but with 825

in the pot and only one opponent with which to

l & ‘EJ I ¥ ! contend. this would be a very weak play. Winning
the 825 in .lhl:.i':-:ﬂ would make such a difference to my stack that many
players would argue that | should push all-in with any two cards. If 1
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were to push, my opponent would have to call only 802 more to win
| #27. He would be looking at 2.28-1o-1 pol odds, and given my enor-
mous range from the small blind, he should call every time. So let me
wssume that my opponent will call 100 percent of the time in this spot,
| can also safely assume to be well behind this random hand the vast
majority of the time.

I'iere is a third option to employ to give myself one additional way to
win this pot. I could limp and then shove on the flop regardless of the
hoard! Since | know I am getting called if [ shove all-in pre-flop, and
| ¢xpeet to be well behind a random hand, why not give myself my
only shot at winning without a showdown by limping in? If I limp and
my opponent shoves, [ will get the same odds as he would get if 1 had
shoved, so 1 would naturally make the call with the 5-3. However, if my
opponent checks, Twill get the chance to shove all-in on the flop for 802
into a 1,025 pot. If he whiffs the flop, he might fold! Note that there is a
pretty good chance he will fold whenever he whiffs since he most likely
would have pushed pre-flop with A-x or K-x, | complete from the small
Iind for 200, and my opponent checks.

X | e ¥ | Flop (1,025): Although 1 whiffed the flop,
Far " 1 will stick with my pre-flop plan. I shove
R all-in for 802 chips, My opponent folds!

Aoy | & &

| like to call this play the “limp and go,” which is a variation of the “stop
and g0 The “stop and go” is where you call a pre-flop raise, knowing
you will be the first to act post-flop. Then, on the flop, you move all-in,
regardless of the flop, hoping your opponent missed and will fold. This
play is most often used when you would have little chance of your
opponent folding pre-flop if you were to reraise him all-in, because
he would be pot-committed. The “limp and go” is basically the same
concept, except that you are limping into the pot pre-flop rather than
calling a raise.
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Hand 36

Setup: It is the middle stages of a $10 rebuy, $15K guarant_m‘ad tour-
nament. The blinds are 200-400 with a 50 ante. 1 am unfamiliar with
my opponents but expect much of the play to be weak and somewhat
predictable ina very low buy-in tournament.

0 4 Pre-flop (1,050): Seat 4 raises three times the big
. L p
*z*t [ :‘ $ ‘ blind from early position to 1,200. Seat 7 then moves
V¥ || #,4# |all-infor 3,175. The action is on me in the cutoff.
LAk IRAR

With a hand as strong as TT, | am certainly willing to gamble against Seat
7's short stack of only 3,175, After all, his M* is only 3, so he should be
very desperate to get his money into the pot with any reasomable h-:_:lding.
However, 1 have to reassess the situation because his all-in move is over
the top of an early-position raise. Seat 7 should still be moving in with

"M % the ratio of vour stack to the current wial of bslimehs aml notes, representing te :ml of playing one
fall orbit. M and it implications were popularized i the book Harrington on Hold"em Volume 1, by
Dian Horrimgon and Bill Roberie,
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uny pair, probably 77 or above, or any two strong broadway cards, A-J,
K0, or better. | should be willing to gamble against this range. Seat 4's
potential holding 1s of more concern.

| hive no information on Seat 4 except that his hand 15 strong enough
o ruise from carly position. He is equally likely to have a higher or
lower pair than mine. He also could be raising with a very wide range
ol broadway hands. | am probably ahead of him more often than [ am
behind. However, if I move all-in or reraise to approximately 7,000,
wolating Seat 7, 1 would essentially be risking three-quarters of my
stk against Seat 4, [ would not expect Seat 4 to call (or move all-in
uver the top of my reraise) unless he had a higher pocket pair or perhaps
Ak, but if he does wake up with one of those premium pairs, | would be
crippled. 1 1 do force him to fold, my reward will be a coin flip against
Sent 7 with a little bit of dead money in the pot. There is not enough
potential upside to risk endangering my stack.

| hawve determined that it is not worth moving all-in or reraising, but is
eold-calling Seat 7% all-in an option? If 1 call, Seat 4 will probably only
move all-in with pairs that have me beaten or with A-K. However, if
he has one of these hands and pushes, [ will be forced to fold. Even if
he chooses to just call the all-in as well, [ will probably have to hold up
agiinst three or four overcards between both Seat 4 and Seat 7. 1 have
position, but it would be difficult to continue with the hand post-flop if
wny overcards hit the board, Cold-calling Seat 77s all-in is essentially a
upew, Therefore, [ choose to take the safe route and fold.

Seat 4 calls and shows As Ja, Seat 7 shows A Q¢, The board comes Ka
(4 % (& 7&_and Seal 7 wins with a pair of queens,

Iiis 15 @ marginal situation where 1 see a lot of players shove their stack
it with TT. At times, this can help them build a large stack if the original
rmser calls off with A-K and they win a coin flip. However, it will
iulse unnecessarily bust them from many tournaments at an early stage.
When faced with an early position raiser with a similar large stack, 1 will
usually choose to err on the side of caution and not nisk my entire stack
(o isolate a short stack. Note that if' 1 had a stack of about 8,000 or less in
this same spot, 1 would be much more inclined to gamble!



Winning Poker Tournaments

P Seal 2. >

Setup: 1 am in the middle stages of a $150, $55K guaranteed freezeout,
and [ have o fately short stack, The blinds are 200-400 with a 50 ante,

] I‘, & | Pre-flop (1,050); Facing an early-position raise,
*‘* I would fold this hand with no second thought,

However, the action is folded around to the button,
: ﬁ v ‘I o vary strong, apgressive player with whom I have
a lot of experience. Thiv player also knows me to have a relatively tight
range ot calling off my chips. He is very short-stacked with just under
3,000, and shoves all<in from the button. The small blind folds. :

i

I st nasens the pot odis | would be getting to call his all-in and compare.
this o how often my hand would win against the range of hands that he
would shove from the button, With the blinds, antes, and my opponent’s
bet, there e 3972 4o the pot, and it would cost me 2,522 to call, giving
me pist o of 18701, T woulid need to be getting at least 2-to-1 odds
here to ke thin 0 eall with virlually any two cards, Even if [ were
getthng Aot D, 1 wonlid peually fold offsuit hands like 9-2, 8-3, etc.

99
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Although the pot odds would indicate calling against a very wide range
with virtually any two cards, losing approximately half of my already
whort stack would cost me almost all of my fold equity for future hands.
Thiy would greatly decrease my chances of coming back without picking
up very strong hands. Therefore, I must be confident that my opponent’s
mnge s wide enough to call with my K-7 suited and approximately
| G-to-1 pot odds,

IWased on previous experience with this opponent, | know that he is
well aware of tournament dynamics. As a strong, aggressive player,
ho understands that with each round costing 1,050 and his stack under
1,000, he must look for any chance he can get to pick up chips without a
uhowdown. With the action folded to him on the button, he would most
likely raise with virtually any two cards. In order to accumulate chips,
| should be willing to gamble and make this call, knowing that even if |
win wrong in this instance, in the long run, my K-7 suited will be getting
thi proper pot odds.

| onll his all-in, and he shows TY 44, The board comes 94 64 44 Ad 34,
find | make the nut Aush, busting a strong opponent.
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Hand 38

Setup: [ am on the bubble of a $69 freezeout, and | have been opening

a lot of pots, creating a very loose image. The blinds are 200-400 with,
a 50 ante. '

Pre-flop (1.050). The action folds to me, and [ make
my standard raise of slightly less than two-and-a~"
| half times the big blind 1o 950. Seat 7 reraises to
v | EAW®E 3 333, The remaining players fold.

Seat 7 is the chip leader at the table and is probably aware that | have
been opening plenty of pots and that we are on the bubble. I can safely
assume that he is reraising me with a fairly wide range. Therefore,
folding A-K in this spot is out of the question. | must decide whether to
call and play a flop, reraise, or shove all-in.

If I call, I will miss the Aop about two-thirds of the ime. The pot would
be almost 8,000, but with over 13,000 left, I would not be committed to
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iI, However, because I know my opponent's range is wide, | risk getting
Wi ol the best hand too often when [ miss the flop,

T better play is to reraise. 1 am out of position, so my reraise should
I (0 at least three times my opponent’s bet, With less than 17,000 in
iy stack, if 1 reraise, | should just go ahead and move all-in since 1 am
put-committed. This bet will usually get my opponent to fold medium

fucket pairs, TT through 77, as he would have to risk the majority of his
Wlick in a spot where he might be dominated. It will likely move him

off hands like A-Q, A-J, and K-Q as well, but given the bubble situation
Wil 1y loose image, 1 may be fortunate enough to get a call from one

il these hands, which may well double me up. 1 shove all-in, and my

upponent folds,

Note that A-K is a good hand with which to go all-in when the stack

Weew nre right, The only hand against which | am in major trouble is

A A, and iUs less likely that my opponents hold AA given that I have one
Wi in my hand, If my opponent calls with a pair QQ or lower, I am just
i very slight underdog. Even against KK, A-K will win about 30% of
ilie time. In other words, you rarely go wrong by pushing A-K when the
Mk sizes are relatively small.

[ ihiil not manage to get the most ideal result from my play, a call I'Tam a
dominated hand. However, 1 did pick up 4,383 chips without having to
wee u flop, increasing my stack by over 25 percent!






